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After I accepted the honour of an invitation to read a 
paper at this meeting I had some little difficulty in deciding 
on the subject, because there are many on which I should 
have been glad to raise a discussion. In the end, I chose 
the present one, because there is none that at the present 
moment more deeply concerns the future welfare of the 
profession. 

I ought, at the outset, to say, however, that the title 
is perhaps a little too comprehensive, for, although I hope 
the discussion may range over the whole subject, it is 
almost entirely with one particular part of the veterinary 
student’s education that I wish to deal. 

The nature and extent of the education conducted in the 
schools have undergone great development since the founda- 
tion of ithe Royal Veterinary College in 1792, and es- 
pecially since the incorporation of the profession in the 
Charter of 1844 and the passing of the Veterinary Sur- 
geons Act in 1881. 

When the Royal Veterinary College was founded the 
regulations contemplated that attendance for three years 
would be necessary to qualify for the Certificate or Diploma, 
hut in the following year students who had attended for 
one session only were examined and -passed. Afterwards, 
until the examinations by the Board of the College were 
discontinued, the minimum period of attendance did not 
exceed two sessions, and the period of study was the 
same in connection with the Veterinary Certificate granted 
by the Highland and Agricultural Society in Scotland. 

When the R.C.V.S. began to examine students for the 
membership diploma the two sessions curriculum was con- 
tinued, with only one examination, but from 1873 two 
examinations had to be passed—-the first after attendance 
for three terms (equivalent to the present winter and 
summer sessions) and the second after attendance for two 
terms (a winter session). 

In 1876 a three years’ curriculum was instituted. At 
the same time a third examination was introduced, 1.e., 
an examination at the end of each sessional year. Under 
that system, however, « student after passing the first 
examination, became eligible for the second by attendance 
for two terms (or one winter session). 

The three years’ curriculum continued until 1895, when 
the present four years’ course came into operation. This 
reserved the added year ior what may be called the strictly 
professional subjects (medicine, surgery, obstetrics, ete.), 
while pathology (previously a subject of the final examina- 
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tion) was left in the third year's work along with materia 
medica and hygiene, the latter appearing in the curriculum 
for the first time. The final examination first had a prac- 
tical part under the three years’ course, and a_ written 
examination in each subject was introduced along with 
the four years’ course. 

During the last two years the Council of the College 
has again been anxiously revising the bye-laws and sylla- 
buses governing the instructions to be imparted to students 
in the afliliated schools and the examinations to which 
students are submitted in order to ascertain their compet- 
ence to discharge the ordinary duties of a veterinary sur- 
geon. At a meeting held in October last, the Council 
adopted a report by the Examination Committee which 
recommended important additions and alterations in regard 
to the subjects and an extension of the period of study 
by one year. The latter recommendation was consequen- 
tial to the former, since after the Committee had drafted 
the proposed new regulations defining the subjects to be 
taught, and tne time to be allotted to each, they had to 
recognise that the whole of the work could not be covered 
in less than five years. 

The Commitiee suggested that the five years’ course 
should come into force at August Ist, 1931, but the details 
of the new scheme are still under consideration and may 
have to be amended in certain respects to meet objections 
made by the affiliated Colleges, touching their practica- 
bility. For my present purpose, it is mot necessary to 
discuss these details, but I hope it will not be thought 
out of place if 1 offer the opinion that, in devising the 
scheme, too much attention has been paid to increasing the 
scope of what may be termed the ancillary subjects, and 
not enough to the importance of improving the student’s 
practical training, in the branches of which a sound know- 
ledge is most essential to suceess in practice. I mean, 
of course, the diagnosis and treatment of the surgical and 
medical diseases of the domesticated animals. 

The present minimum length of the curriculum for 
membership is double what it was 60 years ago, and ro 
one will deny that the increase was justified and, indeed, 
made necessary by the great advance in scientific know- 
ledge regarding medicine and surgery duréng the same 
period. But, in enthusiasm for advance in that direction, 
there appears to be a_ risk of forgetting that what is 
commonly called Veterinary Science is an art as well as a 
science. Having regard to the fact (1) that extension 
of the curriculum increases the cost of admission to the 
profession, and (2) that the ‘* one portal ’? system would 
be endangered if the number of practising veterinary 
surgeons was to fall below the requirements of the country, 
the period of study cannot be indefinitely extended, 

Whether the profession can be adequately recruited under 
a five years’ curriculum is not absolutely certain, but there 
can be no doubt that the present extension will have to be 


the limit for many years to come. In allocating the time 
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to be given to each subject under the five years’ course, 
it is therefore important to see that on this occasion the 
practical side of the student’s education receives the con- 
sideration that it deserves. 

I may put the point which I am now trying to make 
by saying that we must cut the coat according to the cloth. 
The amount of the cloth (the time) is limited, and the gar- 
ment as a whole may be spoiled, or rendered less useful 
lor its particular purpose, by a disproportion in certain 
of its parts. 

It goes almost without saying that the bye-laws of the 
R.C.V.S., with regard to the diploma of membership, are 
designed to make that document trustworthy evidence of 
competence to undertake any of the ordinary duties of 
the veterinary surgeon. They, so to speak, visualise the 
minimum amount of knowledge necessary for veterinary 
practice. For the purpose of profitable discussion regarding 
the proper allocation of the students’ time, it is essential 
to be in agreement about this, and to recognise that the 
diploma is not, and never was intended to be, a certificate 
of ability to undertake every kind of work usually assigned 
to members of the profession. 

A few years ago in a discussion on this subject by the 
Council, the opinion was expressed (by Mr. Trevor Spencer, 
I think) that admission to the profession should be by two 
different tests of knowledge, namely, one for those who 
wished to become practitioners in the ordinary sense of 
the word, and the other for those who aspired to become 
teachers or to obtain public appointments or engage in 
research. I think the idea that inspired that suggestion 
was well founded, but the mistake, if I may say so, was 
in assuming that the membership diploma of the R.C.V.S. 
should go beyond what is necessary for ordinary veterinary 
practice. None of the numerous medical qualifications 
required for registration under the regulations of the General 
Medical Council is intended to be accepted as evidence 
of competence to engage in research, or of special fitness 
for any particular branch of medical or surgical practice. 

That the membership diploma of the R.C.V.S. should 
have similar limitations has been tacitly recognised by the 
creation of the Fellowship Diploma and the Diploma in 
Veterinary State Medicine. 

It is from that point of view that one must consider 
whether there is any danger that an undue proportion of 
the student’s time and energies may be directed to the 
study of the earlier subjects in the curriculum. 

The profession is now mainly composed of members who 
qualified under the present four years’ course, and I ven- 
ture the opinion that, if it falls behind other professions 
in respect of its competence to carry on the work for which 
it exists, that is not entirely due to the inadequacy of 
the student’s professional education on the scientific side. 
On the contrary, I think that what is most of all in need 
of extension and developmeni is the practical or clinical 
instruction necessary to embark him on the exercise of 
his profession. It is certainly in this respect that the 
young veterinary graduate is at a disadvantage compared 
with his medical confrére. 

As everyone knows, pupilage once formed an important 
part of the student’s preparation for admission to the 
ranks of the medical profession, and up to the middle of 
last ceniury a considerable proportion of intending veter- 
inary students were also apprenticed to practitioners. In 


both cases the system was made impracticable by the 
necessary extension of the time devoted to the study 
of what are now commonly called the basic sciences, but 
the loss was of little account in medical education, because 
of the development of clinical instruction afforded by 
the hospitals connected with the medical schools. 

It has been far otherwise with the veterinary schools, 
in which the material for efficient clinical instruction has 
never been adequate and in recent years has seriously 
declined. 

The Royal Veterinary College has always had the largest 
clinic, and until the end of last century the immense 
majority of the patients there were horses; the number 
of other farm animals was so small as to be almost 
negligible. During the last 40 years the number of equine 
patients has fallen by 60 or 70 per cent., and there has 
been no compensating increase in the number of cattle, 
sheep, or pigs. That is a very serious state of affairs, and 
the more disturbing because it is difficult to foresee any 
method by which the number of farm animals treated in 
the College hospitals could be much increased. 

A point which I wish to make clear here is that familiar- 
ising veterinary students with the diflerent species of farm 
animals in health is indispensable, but must not be put 
forward as a substitute for clinical teaching properly so- 
called—that is, instruction given on the live diseased animal 
in the stable or byre, or under operation. This may 
be thought obvious, but it cannot be the opinion’ of those 
who recommend that the existing Veterinary Colleges 
should be moved to rural surroundings. In my opinion, the 
existence of a Veterinary College in such a position could 
not be defended. 

I believe I have not over-painted this defect in the veter- 
inary student’s education, and it is the duty of those 
who admit its serious character to consider whether there 
is any way by which the defect may be, at least in part, 
repaired. 

As those who follow the reported proceedings of the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. probably already know, | have 
suggested that the possibility of enlisting the help of 
practitioners throughout the country in this important 
matter should be carefully examined. Pupilage, in the 
old sense, is now impossible, and I think, not desirable. 

What has been suggested is that in arranging the time- 
table and syllabuses for the five years’ course, provision 
should, if possible, be made for students to see practice for 
a specified period with members of the profession before 
admission to the final examination, and preferably after they 
have passed all the other examinations, which would mean 
during the last two years, when students would be able 
to profit most from the opportuniiies thus offered to them. 
During each of the five years the regulations will require 
the student’s attendance for 30 weeks only, or at the most, 
32 weeks, including the time occupied by the examinations. 
The combined intervals between terms during the five years 
will then amount to no less than 80 weeks, and during 
these periods the student will, under the projected scheme, 
be entirely exempt from attendance at classes. 

It is suggested that students should be encouraged, or 
perhaps even required, to spend not less than 30 weeks of 
this hitherto unoccupied time in seeing practice, 

Two important questions arise in connection with such 
a scheme, the first being whether, under the powers 
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possessed by the R.C.V.S., it would he possible to require 
students to spend any part of the five years in this way. 
The answer to that may be doubtful, but it appears to 
me that, without straining the powers at present exercised 
by the Council, something might be done in that direction. 
Unless it is maintained that no extension of the time 
hitherto devoted te clinical instruction is necessary under 
the new programme, I subm't that some extension should 
be laid down in the new regulations, and that students 
should be given the option of spending this additional time 
either in connection with the clinic of their college or in 
seeing practice external to the college. 

The other important question is whether it would actually 
be possible to find a sufficient number of practitioners will- 
ing to fall in with the scheme, that is, to allow one or more 
matriculated students to see practice with them as pupils. 

Although pupilage, in the sense of an apprenticeship, for 
veterinary students, was long ago abandoned, the advantage 
of seeing practice in the intervals between terms has always 
been generally admitted, and I believe in all the schools 
students have been urged to endeavour to supplement in 
this way the clinical instruction given by the College 
staff. The amount of practice seen in this way, however, 
has been very inadequate. 

It must be admitted in advance that probably a large 
proportion of members would not under any conditions allow 
students to see practice with them, and it is equally obvious 
that many practices would be quite valueless for the purpose 
in view, namely, those in which the student would see no 
more equine or bovine patients than he has been accustomed 
to see in the College clinics. 

It can hardly be necessary to say that students would 
be expected to pay reasonable fees for the opportunities 
afforded to them by practitioners. 

It is quite possible that some may be prepared to admit 
that the student’s clinical education is defective, but do 
not think that the remedy is to be sought in the direction 
I have indicated. In coming here it was less my desire 
to impose my own views than to elicit the opinions of others. 
There are, I believe, some who think that the standard 
of fitness desirable in new members of the profession 
could be realised, withous any change in the teaching, by 
stiffening the severity of the final examination. Such 
a remedy would entail a large proportion of failures in 
the examinations, with consequent increase in the cost 
of qualifying and reduction in the number of students. 
Another and stronger objection is that it would be manifestly 
unjust, for the Council which is responsible for the examina- 
tions is also responsible for the training prescribed for 


students, and it could not fairly instruct its examiners _ 


to exact a higher standard of knowledge and disregard 
the question whether that was attainable by the average 
student under the existing circumstances. 

However that may be, I hope it will be generally recog- 
nised that if veterinary education is defective on its clinical 
side the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons cannot divest 
itself of the obligation to seek for a remedy. 
education of veterinary students in this country has been 
endeavouring to say as follows :— 

During the last 35 years, that is, since the introduction 
of the four years’ course, the chief defect in the professional 
education of veterinary students in this country has been 
in regard to practical clinical instruction. 


That defect is likely to continue unless, under the new 
five years’ scheme, means can be devised for enabling 
students to acquire a much better practical acquaintance 
with the diseases of the more important animals of the farm. 

Such an opportunity is not likely to occur again in the 
near future, and it is therefore important to consider 
whether the existing effect in clinical instruction could, in 
part at least, be remedied by utilising for the purpose the 
very great field of material daily passing through the 
hands of private practitioners. 


DISCUSSION, 


Professor J. B. Buxton :—As Sir John has said, the 
Council of the College has, during the past two years, 
anxiously reviewed the existing syllabus with a view to 
providing what appear to be, in the light of modern experi- 
ence, proper facilities for the adequate training of our 
students ; and as a result has been forced to the conclusion 
that certain modifications and additions are essential to 
meet present and future requirements in veterinary educa- 
tion. Asa result of this review it has been shown beyond 
all reasonable doubt that the period of study must be 
increased. The recommendation of the Examination Com- 
mittee to this effect was not, as Sir John has said, ‘* conse- 
quential to the proposed important additions and alterations 
of the syllabus ’’; it was an obvious necessity in any case, 
for when the Examination Committee came to enquire dili- 
gently into the methods of teaching and the hours allocated 
to the study of the various subjects of the curriculum in 
the affiliated schools, they were astounded to find that, in 
several instances, the latter amounted to what would be 
considered by educational experts as little short of an out- 
rage upon the absorptive capacity and receptive ability of 
an average student. 

It may fairly be said that during recent years the factors 
which control our educational system have moved in a 
vicious circle, for whilst the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons has refrained, for obvious reasons, from increas- 
ing the severity of the standard of its several examinations, 
the schools, in many instances, even by the adoption of a 
system of cramming, have had barely sufficient time to 
teach up to the examination standard. It was evident 
therefore that even under existing conditions students must 
have more time in which to make themselves sufficiently 
well acquainted with the particular subject if it is to serve 
any useful purpose in their professional life and not figure 
merely as an item in the curriculum. 

It is fair to say that the proposed increase in the time 
to be occupied by teaching is devoted rather to the provision 
of sufficient hours for teaching in relation to the present 
syllabus than to the addition of subject matter. And is 
this to be wondered at, when we remember that thirty-five 
years ago it was found necessary to increase the course 
of study bv 33 per cent. and that what was then regarded 
as the irreducible minimum of time for the requirements 
of those days has persisted up to the present, despite the 
enormous expansion which has taken place in pure science 
as well as in the applied sciences? And of course, as Sir 
John has said, there is an economic aspect to the problem, 
and having regard to the fact that extension of the curri- 
culum increases the cost of admission to the profession, it 
is conceivable that the number of students entering our 
schools might diminish for a time, but IT cannot agree that 
the so-called ‘‘ one portal ’’ system might pe endangered 
hecause the number of practising veterinary surgeons would 
fall below the requirements of the country. Past experi- 
ence in this and in other professions, has shown that when 
an alteration such as that which is contemplated has 
occurred, there has invariably been a rush of recruits 
during what may be called the period of grace, with the 
result that the average has remained uneffected. But the 
question of numbers is not the most important point at 
issue in considering any risk to the “ one portal ’’ system. 
To my mind, and I know that this view is shared 
by many others, the real risk lies in our ability 
to turn out men of sufficient professional attainment to meet 
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the present demands of the State. It is a question, I sub- 
mit, of quality far more than of quantity. 

Sir John has dealt at some length, and quite justifiably, 
with the question of the practical training of our students. 
He says: ‘‘ In devising the scheme*too much attention has 
been paid to increasing the scope of what may be termed 
the ancillary subjects and not enough to the importance of 
improving the student’s practical training in the branches 
of which a sound knowledge is most essential to success 
in practice. I mean, of course, the diagnosis and treatment 
of surgical and medical diseases of the domesticated 
animals.’’ 

I may be wrong, of course, but it has always seemed to 
me that the so-called practical side of veterinary training 
is essential to those who eventually take up any of the 
several branches of veterinary practice, whether it be public 
health work, inspectorships under the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture, any branch of what is, as Sir John says, vaguely 
termed research appointments under the Colonial Office, 
or indeed any form of practice of the science or art of 
veterinary medicine and surgery. For if this were not so, 
surely anyone who had received some sort of training in any 
of the pure sciences which form part of the training of 
a veterinary surgeon would be eligible to carry out such 
work as is required in the several branches of veterinary 
science. For example, a graduate in biology would, if 
this were true, be eligible for appointment as an entomolo- 
gist required to pursue investigations into problems of 
insect-transmitted disease in animals in the tropics; but is 
he? You know as well as I do that such a man would 
have to work with one possessing a sound knowledge of 
veterinary medicine, or better still, should himself be a 
veterinarian possessing an extended knowledge of entomo- 
logy. The veterinary training is in every such case a 
fundamental training. 

The very description veterinary surgeon is a misnomer 
and it may be regarded as an unfortunate fact that, in this 
country, it has persisted for so long, if only for the reason 
that it is misleading to those who are not intimately 
acquainted with the very genesis of our training. 

But Sir John is scarcely accurate when he accuses the 
Examination Committee of having paid too much attention 
to ancillary subjects and too little to the diagnosis and 
treatment of surgical and medical diseases, for | must point 
out in this connection that the increase in time allotted to 
clinical work in the proposed syllabus is proportionately 
greater than that given to any other part of the curriculum. 

Sir John has referred to a proposal which he has in mind 
for the provision of facilities for the further instruction of 
students in clinical subjects. As Chairman of the Com- 
mittee considering a subject which is still sub judice, who 
has not heard all the arguments for and against the pro- 
posal, and therefore attempting to preserve an entirely 
open mind, it would obviously be highly improper for me 
to make any observations at this juncture, even were I 
in a position to do so. But I do want to make a plea 
for the recent graduate. Ever since I was able to take an 
intelligent interest in matters affecting the veterinary pro- 
fession, now a matter of some thirty years, I have heard it 
said that the graduate of the day was less practical than 
his forebears. I have often wondered what could have 
been the standard by which he was judged and whether his 
judges had a perfectly accurate, and perhaps unbiased, con- 
ception of their practical knowledge when they crossed the 
professional threshold. It has always seemed to me strange 
that, regarding the general course of professional under- 
graduate training as nothing more than a sure foundation 
upon which each individual must subsequently erect his 
own edifice, and the licence to practice as nothing more 
than a certificate of fitness to pursue his profession without 
danger to the public, the recent graduate should be expected 
to be in possession of all the wisdom and experience of 
those who are his immediate employers. If a young man 
takes up any of the other branches of veterinary medicine, 
public health work, State employment, or research, he is 
expected to require further training, but surely general 
practice, which makes perhaps the greatest demands upon 
his powers of observation and deduction, tact and self 
reliance, requires even more post graduate training than 
any of the others, 
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The first duty of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons is, I submit, to ensure that all those who pass the 
portal shall have had a sufficient training in the funda- 
mentals pertaining to the art and science of veterinary 
inédicine and surgery to enable them to appreciate ade- 
quately further instruction in one on more of the several 
branches of veterinary science as weli as in the allied 
sciences. 


Professor S. H. Gaicer, when invited by the President to 
contribute to the discussion, and he had hoped he would not 
be asked to say anything, as he thought members wished 
ts hear the views of those who had not the opportunity 
of voicing their opinions in the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. While Sir John had been reading 
lis paper he, Prof. Gaiger, had closed his eyes once or 
twice and thought he was back in the Council Chamber 
of the R.C.V.S. They had heard that day what had been 
discussed at the last few meetings of the Council and he 
thought that was all to the good, as it would be helpful 
to the Council to hear views from the members of the 
profession, especially with regard to the five years’ course. 
When he saw the title of the paper, he wondered what 
aspect of education Sir John was going to take and had 
hoped that he would take it from the school’s point of 
view. Were the colleges, staffs, buildings, and equipment 
all that could be desired? What was Sir John’s view 
from that aspect? Had they the schools they wanted, the 
teachers they required, and, the equipment they needed to 
educate the students up to the requirements of present-day 
practice? He did not want his listeners, from anything 
he said, to think he disparaged the method of test by 
examination: there was no other test they could apply 
and it was true to say that the examinations, as a rule, 
found out the weak men. In his experience, if a man was 
down on one subject, he was usually down in two or three, 
but he was not so sure that they were turning out men trained 
just as they would like them to be trained before being 
turned out, and he thought the R.C.V.S. method of exami- 
nation capable of improvement. 


Referring to Sir John’s remarks concerning ancillary 
and professional subjects, he hoped that, with the addition 
to the existing course, the whole of the extension would not 
be devoted solely to clinical subjects, but would also include 
other subjects. For example, at the present time, two years 
were devoted to anatomy and he thought that amount of 
time was unreasonable in a course in which only three 
terms were devoted to such wide and ever-changing sub- 
jects as bacteriology, pathology, and protozoology, and 
further he hoped that with the extension more time would 
be given to physiology and histology. Many students came 
to him for pathology who did not know physiology and 
histology—students who did not know a_ healthy liver 
from a diseased liver. He thought, therefore, that the 
extra time should be allocated mainly to the professional 
subjects and perhaps the amount of time might remain as 
at present for the general scientific subjects. He did not 
want to see men turned out with an exceptional knowledge 
of chemistry or biology, but as well-equipped veterinary 
surgeons. 

He was not clear with regard to Sir John’s proposal about 
students seeing practice, but he understood that Sir John 
wanted it to be compulsory for students to see practice 
before taking the diploma. He did not know what was 
to be gained by compulsion as, in his experience, most 
students of their own accord wanted to see practice. If 
one was to be persuaded that compulsion was a good 
thing, then he would vote for it. He agreed that students 
must see general practice during the five years’ course. 


Another point raised by Prof. Gaiger was with regard 
to the “‘ practical ”? man. What was a “ practical *? man? 
He had a great admiration for him when he was a student 
—he was a man who pretended he could readily recognise, 
say, any type of lameness in horses without having to 
handle the animal and while standing at some distance 
from the animal, but his ideas were very different at the 
present time. He did not think they could call the gradu- 
ates good men unless they could apply the scientific methods 
that they learnt at College in their practices, and he main- 
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tained that a man who could do that was a better man 
than the so-called *‘ practical ’’ man. 

Prof. Gaiger concluded his remarks with an expression 
of appreciation to both Sir John M’Fadyean and Prof. 
Buxton. 

Mr. R. HuGues, Oswestry, expressed his pleasure at 
hearing Sir John’s address and agreed that it was necessary 
for students to have more practical experience in the five 
years’ course than existed at the present time. The 
general practitioner had many obstacles to overcome dur- 
ing his practice, two of which were the ‘* quack ’’ and 
the drug vendor. In order to combat the former it was 
necessary for a practitioner to have a thorough knowledge 
of the treatment of all the domesticated animals. So far 
as the drug vendor was concerned, he thought that in the 
past not enough attention has been paid to pharmacy, and 
he hoped that in the new curriculum more attention would 
be paid to the necessity for knowledge on clinical medicine, 
surgery, dietetics, and pharmacology. ~ 

Mr. W. Woops, Wigan, said he was almost ashamed 
to admit that he had not studied the subject very deeply, 
as he had looked upon himself as one of the old ones who 
should leave the question to the younger members of the 
profession. Sir John had thrown himself heart and soul 
into the subject which he thought he had better leave 
to the younger generation. (Laughter.) The five years’ 
course had been proved to be necessary, but it meant 
that they would get a boy straight from school as a 
student and consequently, except perhaps for pigcons and 
rabbits, he could know very little about the health of the 
lower animals. If a man was to know an animal in 
disease he should know it in health. In that respect, the 
younger graduates would be short of the necessary educa- 
tion unless there were means of compelling them to spend 
their vacations with qualified veterinary surgeons. There 
would be a difficulty in getting such students properly 
placed unless they could be compelled to pay a fee to 
general practitioners in addition to the college fees; that 
was the greatest difficulty. Also, how could one compel 
a veterinary surgeon to take a pupil? If there was a 
system of veterinary surgeons receiving fees for taking 
students, then there could be formed lists of such men 
and Colonel Brittlebank, if present, would no doubt give 
the meeting some information in that respect. So far as 
the five years’ course was concerned, Mr. Woods said that 
everyone thought his own particular subject to be the 
most important. For instance, Professor Gaiger, of course, 
would have the students go deeply into bacteriology, but 
there were arguments against that. Was it absolutely 
essential that a practitioner should be able to differentiate 
tumours and give an account as to their nature? There 
were many institutions to which such a specimen could 
be sent, which would furnish full particulars with regard to 
it. How many practitioners had the time, instruments, 
or constant practice to make their own sections, or do 
other laboratory work? Of course, the only subject he, 
Mr. Woods, could think of as being the most important 
was hygiene! (laughter) and so the allocation of time 
for the various subjects would have to be carried out very 
carefully. With regard to the amalgamation of veterinary 
schools with universities, he was in favour of the schools 
amalgamating with universities, although at one time he 
favoured amalgamation with agricultural schools where 
students could be in contact with animals. 

Colonel J. W. BritTLEBANK said he had hoped that he might 
be permitted to sit and hear the discussion without being 
called upon to take any part, but, at any rate, he was 
glad of an opportunity of paying tribute to Sir John 
M’Fadyean, about whom he could not say enough, not only 
with regard to their respect for him as a teacher and a 
counsellor, but with regard to their personal affection 
for him. 

He was sorry he had arrived too late to hear what the 
previous speakers had said, but, as Mr. Woods had indi- 
cated, he might be permitted to say a few words to explain 
his own views. He thought it was generally agreed that 
the time had come for the five years’ course to be instituted. 
They had been ‘* patching up ”’ for years and as education 


moved on, the ‘ patchwork ’’ continued. He did not 
propose to say anything about amalgamation at the moment 
with either universities or other teaching bodies. He 
proposed to confine himself to the subject under immediate 
discussion, which he understood to be the practical educa- 
tion of the veterinary student. ‘* I say now,’’ said Colonel 
Brittlebank, ** as I have said for years, that there has been 
grave difficulty in getting the practical knowledge essential 
to turning the students out, not only as ordinary men fit 
for general practice, but also as men occupying whole- 
time appointments in the various avenues of public work. 
Obviously all classes must show a thorough knowledge 
of the practical application of their professional methods, 
before they are going to get the respect which they expect 
from the agriculturists and others with whom they have 
te deal.” 

One went back some years and visualised the old system 
of compulsory pupilage, and it seemed to him, taking into 
consideration the existing economic stress, that there could 
be no possibility of reviving such a system and he, person- 
ally, did not wish to suggest that it should be revived. 
The necessity for providing special periods during which 
the practical tuition could be given to the student in the 
extended curriculum, had not been lost sight of, and a 
number of suggestions had been made. It had been sug- 
gested, for instance, that somewhere between the third and 
fourth years might be a suitable period in which time 
could be allocated to this purpose. He personally was not, 
at the moment, too much impressed with this. He con- 
sidered, however, that, after the second year, the period 
of instruction within the schools might be shortened and 
s> increase the long vacations, which should be devoted 
to practical training ; but this was a matter to which much 
serious consideration would have to be devoted. Speaking 
generally, his definite view was that the whole of the respon- 
sikility for practical teaching must rest entirely with the 
teaching schools. He did not believe, nor could he toler- 
ate, any system of pupilage which placed the responsibility 
upon the student or his parents to find means to obtain 
practical training, for turning out a_properly-equipped 
veterinary surgeon, and he did not see how any school could 
really escape such responsibility. The solution of the ques- 
tion was a very different proposition and a very difficult 


‘one. He had devoted to it much time and thought, and had 


come to the conclusion that there should be built up in 
connection with each school a panel of external tutors to 
whom students should be allocated direct from the schools, 
the external tutors being practitioners selected for the pur- 
pose and remunerated directly through the schools, to 
whom, of course, students would have to pay extra fees 
for such instruction. He felt confident that these external 
tutors could be found in large numbers, maybe not at first, 
but as time went on and they realised the value of the 
work that they were doing to help, not only the schools, 
but their studeats and finally thee profession, the numbers 
would soon become ample. Such tutors or teachers (“ call 
them what you will *’) would have all the powers of an 
internal tutor and should be called upon to report direct 
to the school on the work done by the students in their 
care and the diligence with which they had attended and 
carried out the instructions given to them. There might, 
indeed, and it was only in consonance with modern princi- 
ples, be a system of marking upon such work which should 
count towards students’ examinations. 

There might be some who might say that it sounded 
verv much in the air, said Colonel Britlebank, but he had 
devoted much time to the matter and discussed it with 
friends in private practice, and he had come to the definite 
conclusion that it was along these lines that there was a 
satisfactory solution to what had been a very serious diffi- 
culty for many years past. No part of this, however, 
should relieve the teaching institutions from the obligations 
upon them for themselves giving as much clinical instruc- 
tion as it was possible to give. The veterinary schools 
should, if possible, be situated ir country districts; there 
‘vere many reasons of which one was well aware why the 
schools were placed as they are, and he thought the system 
should be revised and that much of the difficulty would be 
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solved in getting practical experience for the students if the 
schools were so placed. He did not think it was necessary 
for the students to spend considerable time getting practical 
experience, providing the right men to act as external 
tutors were chosen. After ali, it was absurd to expect 
a newly-qualified man to know as much as an _ older 
practitioner, and all one could expect was a_ thorough 
knowledge of the practical application of the basic principles 
of the scientific work of their calling. There could be 
no more dangerous feature of a boy’s academic life than 
learning principles which were not scientific, some of 
which they knew to he absurd but which were persisted 
in by many. Colonel Brittlebank said he was anxious 
to see that when practical tuition was given it should 
be similar to that which medical students received in 
hospital wards, so that the graduate could be turned out 
fully equipped with the basic scientific knowledge of the 
practical principles of ihe profession, and their application 
in everyday practice. 

He concluded his remarks by expressing his gratifica- 
tion at the size of the meeting, saving that it was a tribute 
to the *‘ Lancashire *’ that Sir John had chosen to come 
and expound his views to the Division of which he and 
others were proud. The Division had a long history and 
had been the avenue for the initiation of many great 
movements for progress, and he felt sure that any Society 
or Division which could command an attendance such 
as they had that day could do much to help in the rsarch 
of progress. 

Major A. B. Martinson, Preston, thought the subject was 
too wide for conclusions to be arrived at at one meeting. It 
was a subject which had received the consideration of the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. at various meetings for many 
years. The subject was one which he thought should be 
discussed by all the Divisions of the ‘‘ National ’’ and their 
opinions obtained, as the Council would, he was sure, get 
some good advice on the matter. Major Mattinson said 
that while Sir John was giving his paper, a_ thought 
occurred to him about what Mr. Bernard Shaw had said— 
‘** his education was only interrupted by his schooling ’’— 
and perhaps many veterinary surgeons could also say that. 
He supported the extension to the curriculum, but there 
was a point which needed full discussion and that was the 
placing of students with general practitioners. Who was 
going to approve or otherwise of the general practitioners 
willing to be placed on a panel? He would not be willing 
for anyone to say whether he was a fit person to take 
students or not, and that was the view of many other 
veterinary surgeons with whom he had discussed the matter. 
So far as practical tuition was concerned, there was the 
difficulty of examining a student in this direction, and how 
far would one, for instance, examine a student on diag- 
noses? Another point was that if a student was to get 
his practical tuition during his vacation, that was the 
period that the general practitioner was usually slack in 
business and the work that was being done during that 
time was usually of little consequence. It had been proved 
in the past that the general practitioner was most busy 
when the schools and universities were functioning. He 
agreed with Mr. Woods about the importance of the various 
subjects, and the allocation of time to each would require 
very careful thought, but he was inclined to think that 
hygiene was an important subject and should receive care- 
ful consideration. Also he agreed with Prof. Gaiger that 
the teaching of anatomy, pathology, and histology, should 
take a good proportion of the time. Major Mattinson at 
this point said he wished to pay tribute to the Examiners 
of the R.C.V.S.; he thought they carried out their duties 
in a very satisfactory manner. He agreed with what Col. 
Brittlebank had said about colleges being responsible for 
the practical tuition of students, and there was no doubt 
that it was necessary that a man should be turned out with 
the essential qualifications before taking up any appoint- 
iment. 

Mr. W. Tween, Sheffield, thought the profession was at 
a turning point in the training of veterinary students. He 
had had some experience in the training of students, and 
the difference in their receptive capacities and ability was 


very apparent. Some students sought knowledge and 
others avoided it. He thought that more clinical tuition 
than in the past was essential. It was a necessary part of 
the training for the Diploma of Veterinary State Medicine. 
and a scheme outlined by Col. Brittlebank showed how it 
could be done. So far as college tuition was concerned, he 
thought the veterinary schools should amalgamate with 
universities. No institution could carry on with only 
student’s fees and without outside financial assistance. He 
agreed with Professor Gaiger that physiology and pathology 
should receive special consideration when the allocation of 
time to the various subjects was considered. It was essen- 
tial that a veterinary surgeon should be fully equipped 
with the scientific principles of his profession so that he 
could command respect and assert his independence. 

Capt. R. Simpson, Carlisle, expressed his thanks for 
the way the visitors to the meeting had been provided for. 
He had come a good distance, as a visitor, and was pleased 
with the manner in which he had been received, and for 
the opportunity of hearing a most excellent paper from a 
great authority on the subject. He would have liked 
to have heard Sir John’s opinion on the amalgamation of 
the veterinary schools with the universities. The veterinary 
profession was a small profession and it had something 
to gain from amalgamation. He had always believed that 
isolation of any sort was equivalent to stagnation, and 
that they wanted to avoid. Affiliation with universities 
would help a great deal and students would benefit accord- 
ingly. Capt. Simpson thought that the present clinical 
instruction was insufficient but it was not wholly the fault 
of the colleges ; it was partly an indication of the present 
decline in available material in the towns He agreed that 
there should be some scheme of clinical instruction outside 
the colleges with the collaboration of the general practi- 
tioner. 

Mr. G. H. Livesey, London, expressed his thanks for 
invitation extended by the Lancashire Division to visitors 
to be present, saying it had given him an opportunity of 
hearing the views of members of the profession who were 
not members of the Council of the R.C.V.S. Sir John’s 
paper covered a very large subject and it was beneficial 
to hear the various opinions expressed. With regard to 
the increase of practical tuition for the student, there was 
no doubt that the student could not have too much befor 
passing his final examination, and he noted that Sir John 
would like to see some sort of provision made for this in 
private practice, or he should say, the giving of the student 
the opportunity of seeing varivus czses in the districts in 
which they occur. That point, he thought, was important, 
because Sir John’s proposal, ard that of Col. Brittlebank, 
necessitated a student at college going into the country to 
see practice, and this brought forward the question—was 
the student going to see practice particularly under 
one man selected for the purpose? Or was he simply 
going to a clinician to see cases irrespective of the practi- 
tioner concerned? Also, was the practitioner to be a teacher 
or simply a means of providing the student with a few of 
the cases which otherwise he would not be able to see? 
He did not know whether the R.C.V.S. had the power to 
set up a panel of clinical instructors ; he did not think they 
had, but the schools could engage the practitioners and 
secure the good-will of the practitioners for students, but 
the question arose—would they select particular men or 
particular practices for the purpose? He thought that it 
would be the practice that was required and not so much 
the practitioner. In such a way the student might be 
required to produce a certificate to say that he had seen 
various cases when he presented himself for his third or 
fourth year examination, and if it was the practitioner who 
was to be responsible for giving ithe student such practical 
tuition, Mr, Livesey said he hoped the responsibility for 
choosing such practitioner would not be placed on the Coun- 
cil of the R.C.V.S. It would be an extremely difficult 
matter, one that many members of the Council would be 
reluctant to undertake, and he thought it should be under- 
taken by the colleges. He thought that some of the col- 
leges might dispute the statement that there was insufficient 
clinical instruction given at the present time, and at one 
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school he knew it was claimed that such instruction was 
more than ample. Also, some of the schools would maintain 
that external instruction was unnecessary. There was no 
doubt that under the present course of four years the 
student was overworked, and in order to pass his examina- 
tions properly had to resort to cramming, and under the 
proposed course of five years it was hoped that the student 
would be able to learn and digest his work better. The 
subject of physiology was an important one and did not 
receive sufficient attention under the present curriculum, 
and he hoped that when the Examination Committee had 
completed its work in connection with the new course, a 
larger amount of time would be allocated to that subject. 
Referring again to Sir John’s scheme for the examination 
of the student, Mr. Livesey asked, if the student was 
required to go to the practitioner for practical tuition, 
would he be judged on the result of such practical experi- 
ence and marks given accordingly? Fog instance, for work 
the student had seen, when marks were being awarded 
for competence, would the different conditions under which 
each student had received the practical tuition be taken 
into consideration by the Examiners, in order to give each 
student a fair chance? it had been mentioned that if a 
student saw practice he would be excused some part of his 
attendance at college, and Mr. Livesey thought that would 
have to be worked very carefully so that there could be 
no chance of unfairness to each student. 


Tue 


Sir Jonn M’Fapyean, in his reply, said: ‘‘ Let me, in 
the first place, say that I am very much obliged for the 
way you received my paper and for the compliments of 
the various speakers. 

*“T realise that it would be quite impossible, within 
the time allowed to me, to refer to all the criticisms that 
have been made. Those that are adverse will, I am satis- 
fied, bear fruit and help the Council of the R.C.V.S. in 
their very anxious attempts to distribute the work in the 
best way in the five years’ scheme. I am very far from 
disappointed with what has been said on the whole, because 
I gather there is no one here who challenges the expression 
of opinion that the amount and quality of the clinical 
instruction afforded at the schools in recent years is not 
satisfactory, and that the student’s education in that 
respect requires to be improved. The question is how this 
defect is to be remedied. I do not, at the moment, think 
anyone is confident about that. I have ventured to put 
forward one method that occurred to me, end some modifi- 
cations of it have been put forward and will have to be 
considered further 

** Col. Brittlebank has suggested that the schools should 
endeavour to get practising veterinary surgeons to co-oper- 
ate with them and act as tutors, and in this way seriously 
contribute to the teaching of students in clinical methods. 
I purposely refrained from going into any details as to how 
the thing would work out. Many veterinary surgeons are 
not averse to letting students see practice, and I think we 
shall be able to get enough for such a purpose. At the 
present time about 100 students present themselves for 
the final examination in a year and there are, | think, about 
2,000 practitioners engaged in private practice. If 200 of 
them would co-operate in this scheme, then I am sure it 
would be successful. By successful I mean it would effect 
very considerable improvements in the equipment of 
students as compared with the present position, in which 
their clinical instruction is almost entirely restricted to 
what can be shown them at college. The question has 
been raised—in what way is the practitioner to instruct the 
student? Is he to teach? I do not think we should exnect 
practitioners to give lectures, but I put it ta you, if the 
students had an opportunity simply of seeing a large num- 
ber of average cases of disease as these present themselves 
in a rural practice, and the practitioner merely showed 
these cases, explained them to the student, and had con- 
versations with him about them, no one would dispute that 
that would be of great assistance to the student when he 
went into practice for himself. That is the material that 
is so deficient at the present time. I do not see any 


difficulty on the part of the colleges in co-operating with 


the Council in endeavouring to secure this invaluable 
instruction to students. The opinion may be put forward 
that the time would often be wasted, but the colleges 
might make it known publicly that they desired to be 
placed in touch with practitioners who would co-operate 
in this work and who, in advance, would give some details 
regarding the suitability of their practice for the purpose 
in view. If a sufficient number of such practices were 
made available, students would readily avail themselves 
of the opportunity. When a student who has taken advan- 
tage of these opportunities comes to be examined, I suggest 
that his experience in that connection should be placed 
before the Examiners and be accounted to his credit. It 
is often suggested in examinations of the higher class that 
the Examiners should be told something about what the 
student did at his own college, and should be allowed to 
see his notebooks, etc., and why should not the student 
be allowed to give evidence regarding his practical experi- 
ence? I have taken notes of many interesting points that 
were raised by the different speakers this afternoon but, 
as | said before, it would be quite impossible for me to 
reply to them individually. . 

““In my paper I have said it was not certain that the 
profession could be recruited under the five years’ curri- 
culum. Professor Buxton is quite confident that it would 
not cause a serious reduction in the number of students, 
but I venture to think he will lose his confidence if he will 
get the information showing what happened when the 
fourth year was added. Before that addition, there were 
on an average from 120 to 150 new members added to the 
Register every year, and within a period of about 20 years 
the number of members of the profession had been practi- 
cally doubled. After the four years’ course came into being 
the number of new members admitted annually declined, 
and in a few years fell from 150 to less than 100. The 
four years’ scheme stopped the previous excess of men 
coming into the profession, and in recent years there are 
just about as many entering the profession as are removed 
from the Register through death annually. If the five 
years’ course has a similar effect, the profession will not 
be adequately recruited. With regard to the time to be 
allotted to the different subjects, 1 would like to offer 
a word of warning about the subject of pathology. 1 am 
not one of those who think my own particular subject is 
by far the greatest, but I think it is as important as any 
of the others and more important than some. It is not my 
opinion, however, that the subject should be taught as if 
the object were to turn out pathologists or bacteriologists. 

** Finally, I want to emphasise the fact that in framing 
the regulations with regard to the diploma, it is possible 
to cut out entirely the idea that the students should 
be specially instructed with a view to their taking public 
appointments or becoming teachers, or with regard to such 
subjects as Tropical Veterinary Medicine. The diploma 
is good if it simply showse that the student has got a 
sufficient knowledge of the things it will be his business 
to carry on through life, and enough to make him a useful 
assistant to a veterinary surgeon. There are many things 
one learns in practice that can never be properly taught 
in college.’’ 


Royal Dublin Horse Show. 


The list of prizes offered for competition at the Royal 
Dublin Horse Show, to be heid at Ball’s Bridge, Dublin, 
on August 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th, has now been issued, 
with a total of approximately £6,000. Prizes generally 
have been increased by the provision of additional money 
in the Hunter section. Prizes tor jumping have also been 
increased, a sum of over £600 now being offered for 
competition in the eight events, exclusive of the interna- 
tional military jumping competitions, in which at least six 
nations will compete this year. A valuable addition to the 
prize list is the challenge trophy presented by Messrs. 
Gallagher, Limited, which will be awarded this year for 
the first time to the winner of the champion wall jump, 
and a silver replica given each year to the winner until 
won outright. 
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11th International Veterinary Congress. 


Meeting of the Organising Committee. 


At a meeting of the Organising Committee held at the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 10 Red _ Lion 
Square, London, W.C.1, on Tuesday, June 24th, 1930, 
there were present :—Sir John M’Fadyean (in the Chair), 
Dr. W. H. Andrews, Lt.-Col. J. W. Brittlebank, Prof. 
J. B. Buxton, Major G. W. Dunkin, Mr. C. W. Elam, 
Major F. L. Gooch, Mr. H. Gray, Capt. J. R. Hewer, 
Messrs. H. V. Hughes, G. H. Livesey, Prof. J. Macqueen, 
Mr. J. W. McIntosh, Major-Gen. Sir John Moore, Mr. W. 
A. Pool, Major D. S. Rabagliati, Capt. E. Brayley Reynolds 
Capt. F. C. Scott, Dr. J. Share-Jones, Dr. A. Leslie 
Sheather, Lt.-Col. P. J. Simpson, Col. G. K. Walker, 
Capt. S. Villar and Lt.-Col. T. Dunlop Young. 

Letters of apology for absence were received from Major 
J. Abson, Messrs. Hugh Begg, D. Brown, J. C. Coleman, 
Henry J. Dawes, F. W. Emery, Prof. S. H. Gaiger, Mr. 
A. Gofton, Sir Ralph Jackson, Mr. J. McAllan, Dr. F. 
C. Minett, Capt. S. J. Motton, Mr. W. Nairn, Capt. A. 
W. Noel Pillers, Capt. J. P. Rice, Capt. J. R. Rider, Mr. 
H. L. Roberts, Capt. R. Simpson, Mr. Trevor F. Spencer, 
Prof. A. W. Whitehouse and Mr. Wm. Woods. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
signed as correct. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE.—Reports of meetings of 
the Entertainments Committee held on October 16th and 
30th, 1929, January 29th, March 7th. April 15th, June 
24th, 1930, were read and adopted. These reports showed 
that the following entertainments had been arranged :— 

(i) A reception at Mayfair Hotel on Sunday, August 
3rd. 

(ii) A Conversazione at the Natural History Museum 
on Tuesday evening, August 5th. 

(iii) A Congress Banquet at the Connaught Rooms on 
Thursday evening, August 7th. 

(iv) A Reception by the Corporation of the City of 
London and the Lord Mayor on Friday evening, August 
8th. 

In addition, the Government Hospitality Fund has 
promised to give a Banquet’ to official delegates up to a 
limit of 200, on Wednesday evening, August 6th. 

An Exhibition of ancient manuscripts and printed books 
dealing with veterinary science, by kind permission of the 
authorities of the British Museum. 

The Zoological Society has promised to provide 1,000 
free tickets to the Zoological Gardens from Sunday, 
August 3rd, to Sunday, August 10th. 

A series of Excursions to places of interest in the British 
isles, including Research Institutes, and Pedigree Studs 


and Herds, had been arranged. 
PROGRAMME COMMITTEE.—The Report of the Programme 


Committee of the 24th June, 1930, was received and 
adopted. The Committee stated that it had approved of 
certain changes in Reporters and had made provision for 
shorthand reporters and approved the programme of the 
opening meeting and the time-table of General and Sec- 
tional Meetings. 

PusLicity ComMITTEE.—The Report of the Publicity 
Committee of January 29th, 1930, was read and approved, 


The work of the Committee included the approval of the 
draft Preliminary Programme. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE.—-Reports of the Finance Committee 
of April 15th and June 24th, 1930, were read and approved. 
These included the engagement of an extra room at the 
Central Hall; the appointment of translators ; the provision 
of membership badges and tickets; and insurance. The 
grant of £100 for the entertainment of lady members; 
the appointment of commissionaires; the appointment of 
official photographers, and the approval of the publication 
of the official pregramme. 

EXHIBITION COMMITTEE.—Reports of the Trades Exhibi- 
tion Committee of March 7th, and June 24th, 1930, were 
read and approved. These included the arrangement of 
stands for exhibitors, in the basement of Central Hall, 
the provision of lounges for members; Secretary’s office 
and restaurant; the appointmeni of contractors; the fixing 
of a scale of charges; and the selection of exhibitors. 

Lapigs COMMITTEE.-—Reports of the Ladies Committee 
of October 31st, 1929, June 11th, 1930, were read and 
approved. The proposals of the Committee included the 
following excursions for Ladies :— 

Monday, August 4th: (Meet in lounge to book up 
excursions.) ‘Tea on terrace of House of Commons. 

Tuesday, August Sth: Visit to the Tower of London 
and St. Pauls, and luncheon; Evening: Conversazione. 

Wednesday, August 6th: River trip to Hampton Court. 
Theatre in evening. 

Thursday, August 7th: Westminster Abbey, and lun- 
cheon ; Evening : Congress Dinner. 

Friday, August 8th: (Morning). Visit to Zoological 
Gardens, with luncheon. Afternoon: Shopping with tea 
at Liberty & Co., Ltd.; Evening: Reception at Guildhall. 

CommittEE OF Honouk.—The General Secretary read a 
letter from the Foreign Office which had been addressed 
to the Ambassadors and other Ministers of Foreign 
Countries accredited to this Country, inviting them to 
become members of the Committee of Honour to the Con- 
gress. He also reported that the Minister of Agriculture 
had accepted the duty of Chairman of the Committee, and 
the Lord Mayor of London had also agreed to serve on 
the Committee. 

NOMINATION OF OFFICERS OF THE CONGRESS.—The nomi- 
nation of gentlemen to serve in various offices during the 
Congress week was considered and it was resolved to leave 
the matter in the hands of the Executive Committee. 

Executive CoMMITTEE.—It was resolved— 

** That the following be appuinted an Executive Com- 
mittee to organise receptions, entertainments, and all 
other urgent business which may arise before the date of 
the Congress :— 

The President; Honorary Treasurer; Honorary Secre- 
tary, together with the Chairmen of the following Com- 
mittee.—Programme, Finance, Publicity, Entertainments, 
Trades Exhibition.”’ 


An escaped ferret attacked and killed three lambs at 
Guildford, Surrey. The owner of the lambs, in the county 
court, got damages against the owner of the ferret. The 
award was 20s. for each lamb. The judge would not 
award anything for inferential damage to the ewe which 
was nursing the lambs. 
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Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. 


Membership Examinations, July, 1930. 
List of Successful Candidates. 


LONDON. 


Class A. 
*Ali, S. M. 
*Ascoli, E. W. 
Barlow, K. I. 
Bhandari, H. L. 
Bowden, R. S. T. 
{Cooke, Miss C. M. 
Dass, J. 
Dvash, Isaac. 
Finke, Miss E, K. 
+Ford, Miss C. M. 
Foster, A. E. C. 
Holmes, R. H. 
Hulse, E. C. 
Jahn, Miss M. H. 
Jacques, Miss E. M. 
“Lane, Miss M. M. 
tLeiper, J. W. G. 
Lester, L. 
Levi, Miss M. V. 
Lycett, J. A. 
Morant, Miss K. M. 
Morford, L. R. 
+Morgan, K. G. 
+Nair, K. P. 
*Oyler, Miss M. 
7+Paterson, J. S. 
Poles, S. G. 
*Sahi, P. S. 
Saunders, J. E. 
Smith, D. F. G. 
Strachan, Miss I. C. 
*Swann, H. C. 
Turnbull, N. R. 
Weir, A. W. A. 


March, C. F. 
Masud, M. 

Mehra, G. K. 
Michael, D. T. 
Murray, Miss B. M. 
Nixon, W. J. 
Perry, ©. H. 
7Rice, E. P. 
Rickard, F. P. E. 
Robinson, Miss L. R. 
Sheppard, D. H. 
Short, G. V. 
Silcock, H. G. 
Simmons, E. J. 
Singh, Balber. 
Singh, G. 

Singh, K. 

Warden, R. H. 

7 White, E. G. 


Cluss C. 
Beynon, A. G. 
Dawe, E. C. S. 

j Hignett, S. L. 
Lamb, E. M. 
Marshall, kK. I. 
Shahi, H. B. 
Wahba, M. M. 


Class D. 
Adams, S. H. 
Adamson, J. 
Buckingham, J. L. 
Caglini, E. A. 
Clarke, M. H. 
Davies, J. J. 
Dawson, A. H. 
Greener, Miss A. H. 
Knight, G. C. 
Machin, R. 

Male, N. P. 
Orr, W. 

Pratt, V. E. 
Rix, J. C. 

Sen, S. K. 
Stobo, T. W. 
Taylor, W. C. C. 
Watt, P. S. 
Widden, G. F. 


Class B. 

Ali, F. 

Chadha, S. R. 
Chapman, Miss E. 
Chipperfield, T. A. R. 
Clabby, J. 

Dalzell, J. L. 
Dowlen, J. K. (Miss). 
Firun, N. 
tHalford, G. J. G. 
ince, E. B. 

Khan, M. Y. 

Khan, M. Z. 
Knowles, Miss M. P. 
Langley, J. A. 

* Denotes First Class Honours. 


+ Denotes Second Class Honours. 
(To be Continued.) 
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Veterinary Education. 


For some time past the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary’ Surgeons has had under 
consideration a complete recast of its policy. of 
education, and in course of time it is anticipated 
that necessary amendments will be brought into 
effect. The art and science of Veterinary Medi- 
cine and Surgery, as in other allied arts and 
sciences, is advancing with the times ; periodical 
stock-taking of system is indicated, and change 
of procedure becomes inevitable, old orders giv- 
ing place to new. The knowledge which is now 
deemed necessary and imperative for the skilful 
practice of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery has 
become so comprehensive and complex that it 
is impossible to bring it within the compass of 
the present curriculum of a four years’ course 
of study. Hence it has been decided by the 
Council, after a very exhaustive survey of all sub- 
jects requisite for training and the grant of a 
diploma, to extend the total course of study to 
one of five years’ duration. From a cost in train- 
ing point of view, the extra year may cause a 
temporary diminution of entrants into the pro- 
fession, but unquestionably it will allow students 
more time to master their subjects and to become 
more efficient ; for after all, it is the quality and 
efficiency of graduates more than output of num- 
bers that is of prime importance from a veterinary 
professional standpoint. Apart from general 
training befitting graduates for the rdle of general 
veterinary practitioners, there are side avenues of 
Veterinary Science which require to be developed, 
and unless the training of the veterinary graduate 
is at least equal to other allied sciences, prefer- 
ment of the former is liable to suffer, and appoint- 
ments thereby are lost io the profession. 

We therefore welcome the action taken by the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons in grading up Veterinary Education, and, 
given a solid foundation, the super-structure of 
Veterinary Science may be counted as assured. 
It is also a source of gratification that the Council 
is taking the profession as a whole into its con- 
fidence. In this week's issue of the Veterinary 
Record, the necessities of the case are very ably 
dealt with and discussed in a paper read before 
the Lancashire Division of the N.V.M.A. by Sir 
John M’Fadyean, than whom no greater exponent 
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of suitable and adequate training of the veterinary 
practitioner and scientist exists. Point is made 
of the inadequacy of practical or clinical veterin- 
ary training, and herein lies the weak link of 
our education. If successin practice, that is to say, 
in diagnosis and treatment, is to be achieved, 
it is obvious that the student during his College 
training career must have facilities for clinical 
observation of disease and ailment, and exper- 
ience in the practical application of the art and 
science of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery. 
The hospital clinics of colleges are insufficient 
(they certainly are not embracive of all domesti- 
cated animals and their diseases) to admit of a 
complete and rational system of practical veterin- 
ary training. Ways and means must, therefore, 
be found to supplement a deficiency which un- 
questionably is a serious drawback to efficiency 
and particularly to the final year student, when 
his ability to satisfy his examiners on practical 
matters is at stake. For this reason, therefore, 
a responsibility is placed on the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons to ensure to the student such 
facilities as can be arranged for clinical observa- 
tion and practical training. It is an acknowledged 
difficulty, but, as suggested by Sir John 
M’Fadyean and other speakers at the meeting 
of the Lancashire Division, N.V.M.A., some 
understanding or definite arrangement might be 
effected with general practitioners either during 
vacations or college terms, or both, whereby 
clinical experience could be easily, suitably, and 
adequately acquired. The practical knowledge of 
animals, both in health and in sickness, is of vital 
importance in the training of veterinary students. 
Many students, individually, are able to see prac- 
tice during college vacations, but if practitioners 
were agreeable, a more appropriate course would 
be for teaching colleges to put this element of 
training on a business footing with them, adopt- 
ing a species of panel system. Sir John 
M’Fadyean’s paper and the discussion which 
followed indicates a way out of the impasse, and 
it carries a strong suggestion that the matter 
might be considered by other divisions of the 
N.V.M.A., for we feel sure that general veterin- 
ary practitioners as a whole are desirous that 
every possible facility should be placed in the way 
of students which will make them practical and 
efficient men in the exercise of their professional 


duties and career. 


and to the complete. Report, and we are confident 
that no member who enrols will ever regret his 
decision. 


11th International Veteiinary Congress : 
August 4th-9th, 1930. 


We publish to-day, together with the report 
of the last Meeting of the Organising Committee, 
the photographs of some of those who have been 
responsible during the past few years for making 
the preparations for the International Veterinary 
Congress to be held in London from August 4th 
to 9th. They have been supported in their work 
by the fact that part of the Entertainment Fund 
left over from the abortive Congress, of 1914 had 
been carefully husbanded, and was at their dis- 
posal. The vastness of the task that had been 
undertaken can only be partially realised by those 
of us who have not been in close touch with it. 

Every nation has been canvassed ; invitations io 
all foreign governments were sent out by the 
Foreign Office, and to all Dominions and 
Colonies by the Secretary of State for Dominions 
and Colonies, but the securing of the active 
interest of the Veterinary Colleges and Societies 
all the world over was the work of the officials 
of the Organising Committee. The programme 
now issued shows that in 29 countries National 
Committees have been formed, and we learn that 
more than €0 nations will be represented at the 
Congress. There are 80 papers to be discussed, 
written in English, French and German, on 28 
different subjects. The task of getting in these 
papers, preparing them for the press, obtaining 
translations of the summaries, and correcting the 
proofs, is in itself one of enormous magnitude, 
but it is only part of the preparation that has been 
going on steadily for many months past. It is 
to the great credit of the profession in this country 
that it has at command the services of officers 
competent to carry out such an encyclopedic task. 

We may surely call with confidence upon the 
profession to show their appreciation of this work 
by becoming members of the Congress. 

The International Veterinary Congress is Eng- 
lish in origin—the first was called 67 years ago 
by Professor John Gamgee—and the profession 
must see to it that the 1930 Congress is made 
a success. We are glad to announce that up 
to Wednesday last the number of enrolled mem- 
bers was: Ordinary Members—1,090, including 
410 from the British Isles. In addition, there 
are 17 Extraordinary Members, and 110 Lady 
Members. There is, however, still time to 
subscribe. The membership subscription of 30s. 
entitles to the receipt of copies of the 80 papers. 
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Johannesburg, Report of the Director of Abattoir and 
' Live Stock Department, 1928-1929. | 


This interesting report by Colonel J. Irvine-Smith shows 
that 1,122,139 animals passed through the markets during 
the year under review. The aun:ber of animals slaughtered 
in the abattoirs was 566,870, these consisted of cattle 
118,310, calves 12,928, sheep 362,449 and pigs 73,183. The 
total amount of diseased meat destroyed was 796 tons. 
There appears to be very little tuberculosis in South African 
animals, judged by the condemnations 1.e., 35 bovine and 
235 porcine. 

Parasitic disease appears to be very cgmmon ; 422 bovine 
carcasses were destroyed due to Cysticercus bovis, 3,016 
pig carcasses due to Cysticercus cellulos@ ; 2,448 ox livers 
and 2,985 sheep livers contained flukes ; 21,626 sheep lungs 
and livers, 218 ox livers and 123 ox lungs contained 
Echinococci. 

It is worth neting that only three sheep carcasses were 
found affected with caseous lymphadenitis, because in a 
small consignment of South African sheep carcasses sent 
to Smithfield this year, over 4 per cent. were found affected 
with this disease. The lymph glands had not been incised 
at the place of slaughter. If this were done in Johannes- 
burg, as it is now done in South America, New Zealand 
and Australia, it would be interesting to ascertain the 
extent of this malady in South Africa. 

The Establishment of horses consisted of 1,762 and the 
death rate was 4:4 per cent. ; 

During the year the refrigerating plant was further 
extended, as also the accommodation for cattle in’ the 
abattoirs. The onerous duties of Col. Smith appear to 
be well carried out and he gives his officers full credit fos 


their assistance: that is tHe correct method of conserving 


a loyal staff. 
T. D. ¥. 


Board of Veterinary Surgeons of New South Wales. 
Successrut “ Horse Dentistry PROSECUTION. 

The Sydney Morning Herald reports the following 
case 

“On April 10th, Henry Albert Tinker went to the 
premises of Frederick Fulford, at Kensington, rasped 
the rough edges off the teeth of a racehorse, and extracted 
a couple of its small teeth, for which he was paid 12s. 6d. 
The work was done in the presence of Reginald De Vere 
Bucknell, Port Inspector of Stock in the Department of 
Agriculture, which administers the Veterinary Surgeons’ 
Act of 1923, and in the summons division of Central Court, 
Tinker was proceeded against for a breach of the Act. 

Defendant had engaged a solicitor, who was, however, 
engaged in another court. He pleaded not guilty. 

Mr. W. A. H. Rogers, of the Croawa Law Department, 
who appeared to prosecute, informed Mr. Laidlaw, s.m., 
in reply to a question, that he understood the defence was 
that the work done was not an offence against the Act, 
any more than the shoeing of a horse by a farrier, but 
the prosecution claimed that the dental work was skilled, 
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and came within the scope of the Act, and should be done 
by a registered veterinary surgeon. 

For the defence Mr. Clive Evatt sought to establish that 
horse dentistry was a science distinct from veterinary 
surgery. Defendant was fined £2 with £2 10s. costs. 


Meat Inspection in Shanghai. 


The June issue of the Export Inspection Bulletin 
(Shanghai) states that in order to protect the health of 
the residents of the Greater Shanghai, the Public Health 
Department of the Greater Municipality of Shanghai, under 
the leadership of Dr. C. C. Wang, b.v.m., from lowa 
State College, U.S.A., is enforcing strict and thorough 
veterinary inspection of all meats produced within the 
municipal area or imported therein. 

In making the inspection work effective, the following 
principles .are observed by the department. 

1. All meat inspections must be carried out by regular 
veterinarians. 

2. Inspection work must not be utilized for merely 
raising revenue. 

3. Modern public abattoirs shall be built to centralise 
the slaughtering of animals and inspection of meats. 
_4. Good roads shall be built to facilitate transporta- 
tion. 

5. Inspection must be thorough and complete. 

6. Water used must be clean and germ-free. 

SLAUGHTER CENTRES. 

Centres where animals are slaughtered and inspected 
are evenly distributed throughout the city. In these places, 
resident veterinary inspectors are stationed to give ante- 
mortem and post-mortem examinations. 


Albumin Estimation in Urine. 


Of the numerous tests for albumin in urine, Esbach's is 
probably the one most in use, although it is well known 
that it does not give satisfactory results. The length and 
the vigour of shaking the urine and the reagent, also the 
viscosity of the urine, account for the wide variations of 
the results ; C. Posener observed that the viscosity of urine 
increased in the same proportion as it contained formative 
elements, such as epithelia, casts, and in particular blood 
corpuscles; s.g. is then also higher. The precipitated 
albumin does not settle down easily, sometimes only partly 
or not at all. In such urines albumin estimation by the 
Esbach method is bound to fail. Another disadvantage of 
the method is the necessary lapse of 24 hours before 
the result can be read off. All this inconvenience can 
be avoided by proceeding according to Aufrecht. In an 
Aufrecht tube the mixture of urine and reagent (picric 
acid 1-2 gm., citric acid 3egms. water to .00 c.c.) is 
centrifugalised for three minutes, using an_ electrically- 
driven centrifuge with, 2,000 rotations per minute. The 
readings can then be taken at once. If necessary, the 
urine must be diluted. For confirmation the abumin was 
estimated gravimetrically after Scherer’s method (precipita- 
tion with dilute CH,COOH, washing the collected pre- 
cipitate, drying and weighing), which process is the only 
one to yield exact results, but is too complicated for ordin- 
ary practice. The table underneath gives the figures 
obtained in a series of experiments with the same urine .-- 
(1) Esbach’s test, after 24 hours, 3-8, 2°8, 1-4, 1:3 pro mille ; 
(2) Aufrecht’s method: all four samples, 0°45 pro mille ; 
(3) Scherer’s gravimetric method; all four samples 0°43 
pro mille—K. Borgmann (Suedd. Ap.-Ztg. 70, 26, 184). 
Ex Pharm, Jour. 


Foot-and-Mouth Disease. 

For the information of exporters of stock, the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries desires to state that Great 
Britain has been free from foot-and-mouth disease since 
December 23rd, 1929, when the last outbreak was con- 
firmed. 
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Clinical and Case Reports. 
Some Experiences with ‘‘ Avertin.’’ 


By Hamilton Kirk, M.R.C.V.S. 


After I had attended the demonstration and the paper 
upon ‘‘Avertin anzsthesia, so ably presented by Pro- 
fessor Wright to the Central Veterinary Society in May, 
I decided to make my own tests with the drug without 
delay. 

A 50 c.c. glass syringe, as used by the essayist, was 
obtained, and it soon became apparent that the piston 
or plunger could be dispensed with. Whilst one’s left 
hand is maintaining the animal in a standing position 
by holding its tail, one’s right hand is engaged in passing 
a large-size dog-catheter into the rectum. <A rubber tube 
connects this catheter with the syringe, but it is a little 
awkward for one to hold the syringe perpendicularly, fill 
it with the drug, insert the piston and then depress it— 
all with one hand. 1 therefore purchased a retort stand, 
in the jaws of which the syringe (minus its cork and/or 
piston) was grasped at the desired height before com- 
mencing to pass the catheter. When the latter has been 
accomplished, one’s right hand is then free to fill the 
syringe from the flask, and the fluid gravitates into the 
rectum at about the right speed. j 

Cast. 1.-—A wire-haired terrier, 12 years old. Been ill, 
intermittently, for 6 months, gradually becoming weaker 
and tore emaciated, until, when brought to me, it was a 
mere skeleton. Somebody had diagnosed its trouble as 
* Bright’s Disease,’’ but urine tests definitely ruled out 
kidney disease of any kind. Personally, I considered 
the malady was duodenal ulcer (on the history) and for this 
1 adopted the parathyroid and calcium treatment. After 
ten days there was no improvement, and other methods 
were substituted. I was then asked to put the animal 
to sleep, but obtained permission to make an exploratory 
laparotomy, so that if any condition was found which could 
be rectified, the animal’s life might be saved. It was a 
forlorn hope but worth trying. 

The dog, which should have weighed about 25 Ibs., 
turned the scale at 8} Ibs., and received 39 minims of 
Avertin. He almost at once began to sink to the table and 
was under surgical anaesthesia in just on three minutes. 
I was about to operate when it was noticed that respiration 
had stopped, and the dog was dead in 4} minutes without 
the least struggle or whimper. 

Post-mortem: examination of the organs revealed two 
duodenal ulcers, proctitis, and a growth about the size 
of a large walnut attached to the ileo-cacal valve. Dr. 
Hare pronounced this as a sarcoma. 

It was not at all surprising that the animal died, in 
view of its very weak condition, but I wondered afterwards 
whether half the medicinal dose of Avertin would have 
produced anesthesia without euthanasia. 

Case 2—Tabby female cat, aged 9 months, weight 
5} Ibs., received 11 minims Avertin and was completely 
under in six minutes. Oéphorectomy was performed through 
the left flank. This cat slept soundly for 24 hours, then 


recovering completely. 
Case 3.—Black female cat, aged 7 months, weight 4} Ibs., 
for the operation of odéphorectomy, received 10 minims but 


was not completely anaesthetised until 10 minutes had 
elapsed. Anesthesia lasted 23 hours and the cat was 
sleepy for several hours. 

In both these cats the operation wound healed by first 
intention. 

Case 4.—Tabby castrated male cat, 6 years of age. 
Brought in with a greatly distended bladder due to obstruc- 
tion of the urethra by sabulous depusit. The cat was 
very dull indeed and it looked as though uremia was a 
commencing complication. Cat weighed 11 Ibs. and received 
25 minims of Avertin. He seemed to feel its effects at 
once and was completely unconscious in 23 minutes. 1 
was unable to pass the catheter further down the urethra 
than ?-inch, nor could I induce any of the sand to pass 
out by squeezing upon the bladder, or otherwise. Urethro- 
tomy was then performed just behind the penial bone and 
the silver catheter introduced in the incision and directed 
out again through the penis—-pushing before it a small 
mass of sabulous material. 

By subsequent pressure upon the bladder a_ blob of 
gritty material was suddenly extruded through the wound 
and the urine flowed normally, The urine was_blood- 
stained. Three sutures were inserted through the skin 
but the urethra, of course, was not sutured. 

The operation was performed at 11 o’clock on a Saturday 
morning and the subject was still sleeping comfortably 
at 10.30 on the Sunday night (1.c., 353 hours) when the 
hot water bottles were renewed. He was found dead the 
next morning. 

Post-mortem revealed a great degree of cystitis, half the 
mucous lining being black, but I did not consider this should 
have killed the cat; and shock hardly entered into the case 
on account of the entire absence of pain, due to Avertin. 
The operation wound was quite clean, there was no local 
inflammation, and urine had passed normally through the 
penis. It was quite certain that death did not result 
from this cause. Was it the Avertin which was the fatal 
factor? I should have said ‘* No ’’ were it not for a 
discovery 1 made later. When ascertaining the amount 
of Avertin and distilled water required, | misread Professor 
Wright's typed instructions in that I added six drachms 
of water instead of one ounce and six drachms. This meant 
insufficient dilution of the Avertin and explains why the 
liquid, as injected, was not clear but cloudy—a matter 
which I could not understand at the time. I believe that 
the experience of the use of Avertin upon animals is not 
yet ripe enough to guide one as to whether insufficient 
dilution might be a cause of death. Nevertheless, the quick 
action after administration, in conjunction with the pro- 
longed period of anawsthesia, viz., 36 hours (known), rather 
point to this as the truth of the matter. 

Crise 5.—Black cat, aged 4 years, weight 10 Ibs., re- 
ceived 22 minims Avertin and was ready for operation 
in 7} minutes. An abscess was opened on the gum of 
the upper jaw and the teeth examined for cause. Teeth 
were also scaled. This cat was anzesthetised for 14 hours, 
remained soporific for three or four further hours, and then 
became quite normal. 

Case 6.—Airedale, three months old, weighing 14 Ibs., 
received 65 minims Avertin, He seemed to realise he was 
losing his senses and put up a good resistance until com- 
plete anaesthesia was produced in four minutes. His tail 
was then amputated and he slept for half-an-hour, then 
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waking and appearing quite cheerful and unconscious of 
the fact that his tail had gone. 

A case of septic metritis in a short hair blue is now 
in hospital and arn attempt is being made to clear this up 
by daily subcutaneous injections of pituitrin and ergotine. 
After four days of this treatment | am ‘gratified to find a 
marked diminution of vaginal discharge and (this morning) 
a complete absence of objectionable odour. If, however, 
this apparent improvement is not maintained, it will be 
eventually necessary to perform ovaro-hysterectomy and 
this will be carried out by the aid of Avertin. 

In none of these cases enumerated above did I resort 
to intestinal lavage, and judging by the results it would 
seem that enemas are of quite minor importance. 


‘* Coccidiosis ’’ in Poultry. 
A Practical Method in its Prevention. 


By T. Le Q. Blampied, F.R.C.V.S., Jersey. 


A client who runs a poultry farm, in 1929 hatched 5,000 
chickens, but his pens were so ravaged by coccidiosis that 
he only reared 500. 

He obtained all expert advice possible from ‘* Poultry 
specialists 
out every day. 


** and was told in every case to clean his pens 


This he did very theroughly, but soon 
realised that, where there were so many chicks, within half 
an hour droppings had reappeared and in consequence the 
mortality did not decrease. 

He had almost decided to give up rearing chickens, but 
fortunately hit upon the idea of stretching a half-inch wire 
mesh across the bottom of the coop about three inches from 
the ground. The coops. measure 19-ft. by 3-ft., 3-feet 
being reserved for the ‘‘ Foster Mother,’? and 120 chicks 
are kept in each. 

The chicks are put on this wire mesh from birth and 
are kept there until they are six weeks of age. The drop- 
pings all fall through the mesh and the coops have only 
to be removed and scrubbed once weekly. 

The result of the above experiment has been satisfactory 
as this year from 5,000 chickens he has reared 4,500, 


Incidence of Grass Disease. 


‘* How it is no one seems to know, but Professor Gaiger, 
of Liverpool, has been remarking on the interesting fact 
that in the case of grass disease in horses cases are most 
frequent in the eastern counties. The worst affected 
counties are all on or towards the eastern seaboard— 
Easter Ross, Nairn, Moray, Banff, Aberdeen, Kincardine, 
Forfar, Perth, Fife, and Northumberland. With one’ or 
two exceptions—the principal one being Wigtownshire— 
the westermost counties are almost entirely free. It may be 
interesting to note in this connection that the Lothians have 
hitherto been wonderfully free of the disease. If we mistake 
not, the first case in Midlothian was about two years ago, 
Last year there were at least a couple of cases, but again, 
strange to relate, both the affected animals were brought 
in previously from an area where the disease had been 
very prevalent. Professor Gaiger points out that grass 
disease is not alone more common in the eastern counties 
than elsewhere. The same experience, he states, applies 
to braxy in sheep.*’—North British Agriculturist. 
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National Veterinary Medical 
Association of Great Britain 
and Ireland. 


Quarterly Meeting of Council. 


The President (Mr. G. P. Male) occupied the Chair at 
the Quarterly Meeting of Council, N.V.M.A., which was 
held at 10 Red Lien Square, W.C.1, on Tuesday, July 
Ist, 1930. There were also present: Mr. J. C. Coleman, 
Principal J. F. Craig, Mr. H. J. Dawes (Hon. Secretary), 
Major G. W. Dunkin, Principal F. T. G. Hobday, Major 
H. Kirk, Mr. J. W. McIntosh, Professor James Macqueen, 
Major General Sir John Moore, Mr. R. Barons Nelder, 
Major K. H. Over, Major D. S. Rabagliati, Capt. J. R. 
Rider, Capt. R. Simpson, Lt.-Col. P. J. Simpson, Mr. H. 
P. Standley, Capt. W. G. Wragg and Lt.-Col. T. Dunlop 
Young, together with Mr. C. O. Langley (Solicitor), and 
Mr. F. Knight (General Secretary). 

OBITUARY. 

The Prtstpent said that, before proceeding with the 
business of the Council, he was sure that they would wish 
him to refer to the death of a very old colleague of their's 
that had taken place since they met there last: he referred 
to Mr. J. H. Carter. Mr. Carter had been a member 
of that Council since about 1905, being, in fact, one of 
their oldest members. He was also a member of the Coun- 
cil of the Koyal College of Veterinary Surgeons and was a 
past President of that body. 

As perhaps the members knew, the Association was 
represented at the funeral, and he was confident that they 
would wish him to propose that a vote of condolence with 
Mrs. Carter and family be passed and a letter sent express- 
ing the sincere sympathy of the Council with them, They 
had lost a very good colleague and he, with many others, 
had lost a very dear friend. 

Mr. J. C. CoLeman, in seconding, paid a warm tribute 
to one who was a personal friend. Mr, Carter was a most 
upright, trustworthy practitioner, and he loved his pro- 
fession, the welfare of which he had always at heart. He 
Was sure that the profession had lost a very valuable 
counsellor and that, as the President had so rightly stated, 
that Council had done the same. 

The motion was passed sub silentio, the members upstand- 
ing. 

The Minutes of the April Meeting of Council, which had 
been published in the Association’s journal, were taken 
as read and signed as correct, on the proposition of Mr. 
CoLeMANn, seconded by the Hon. SECRETARY, 

Arising out of minutes of an earlier meeting than that 
held in April, the Secretary said that the Council might 
recall that in November, 1929, the Association made repre- 
sentations to the Council of the Royal Sanitary Institute 
with the object of securing fuller representation for the 
profession on the Council of that body. He had recently 
enquired of the Secretary of the Institute how the matter 
stood, and had received, on April 16th, 1930, the following 
communication from the Secretary of the Institute :— 

‘* In reply to your letter of April 11th, the sugges- 
tion contained in your letter of 27th November last 
is receiving the careful attention of this Institute, and 
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the Council will, 1 am sure, bear the matter in mind 
when an appropriate opportunity arises.”’ 

Sir Moore observed that perhaps it was not 
known to members of the Association that Mr. James R. 
Hayhurst was already on the Council of the Institute. 

The Secretary stated that that fact was known, and that 
the object of the letter was to secure fuller representation. 

The PREsIDENtT expressed the view that they must leave 
the matter as it now stood. There were a great many 
professional bodies represented on the Council of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute, and they had one representative only, at 
present. 

The SECRETARY reported that, arising out of the minutes 
of the last meeting, with regard to the Congress of the 
Royal Society of Public Health, held at Portsmouth, at 
Whitsuntide, the President had nominated Mr. T. Eaton 
Jones as the Association’s delegate. Mr. Eaton Jones at 
first accepted, but subsequently withdrew, as a protest 
against the decision not to have a definite veterinary section 
this year. It was chiefly because of this that the Associa- 
tion was not represented at the Congress. 

The Presipent observed that he understood the repre- 
sentative of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons took 
up the same attitude. 

Also arising, the Secretary read them a letter which 
had been received from Professor J. Russell Grieg, together 
with the reply which had been sent. 

The PResipENt said that he did not know whether the 
Council would like to add anything further to that letter. 

Mr. J. W. McInrosu thought that the Council should 
endorse the reply. In so far as the Council was concerned 
the matter was now ended. They adhered to the decision 
at which they arrived on the occasion of their last meet- 
ing. 

Principal F. T. G. Hopspay enquired if it was not a fact 
that the correspondence in question was going to be pub- 
lished by one of the constituent organisations of the 
N.V.M.A., whether or not the Council published it. 

The PResipEnt stated that the correspondence was read 
to the Council and fully considered in Committee, when 
it was decided that it was in the best interests of everyone 
concerned that it should not be published. 

Principal Horpay said that he understood that Professor 
Grieg wanted the correspondence published and that, if 
the Council did not publish it, it might be published in 
the proceedings of a Branch of the Association. 

Capt. R. Simpson informed the Council that the matter 
was considered at a recent meeting of the Scottish Branch, 
when Professor Grieg attended and explained his position 
at length. He (the Professor) also read to the Branch 
meeting the correspondence which had passed between 
him and the Council of the N.V.M.A. The Branch 
expressed no opinion on the terms of the Council’s resolu- 
tion expressing disapproval of Professor Grieg’s action and 
the action of others who applied for the Moredun appoint- 
ment, but it was generally agreed by the Branch that it 
was desirable that the correspondence should be published. 
The correspondence would be embodied in the minutes of 
the Branch and consequently would come up for publication 
in the usual way. The question would then arise, if the 
Council adhered to its decision not to publish the corres- 
pondence, as to whether that meant that the proceedings 
of the Branch in regard to that matter would be refused 
publication by the Editorial Committee, 


He felt that the Council should give full consideration 
to the desire of the Scottish Branch for the publication of 
the correspondence. There was undoubtedly a good deal 
of doubt in Scotland regarding the position which had 
arisen, and the publication of the letters would serve 
possibly a useful purpose in clearing up matters. 

Lt.-Col. P. J. Simpson was of opinion that this was a 
matter for the Editorial Committee to deal with, when the 
report of the Scottish Branch meeting was received. 

Major G. W. Dunkin requested the Council to give the 
Editorial Committee guidance as to the action which should 
be taken in the event of the receipt of the minutes of the 
meeting of the Scottish Branch. 

The PRESIDEN? intervened to inform the Council that the 
Solicitor’s view was that, the Council having already decided 
that the correspondence should not be published, — the 
Editorial Committee could not publish it without a reversal 
of the Council’s decision. 

Principal Hospay observed that that brought another 
point forward, namely, whether the Council absolutely and 
rigidly controlled the Veterinary Record, which was the 
paper of the profession. 

The Presipenr replied that the Veterinary Record was 
conducted by the Editorial Committee, which was under 
the control of the Council. 

Capt. R. Simpson thought that possibly it might be well 
for the Council to fall in with the wishes of the Scottish 
Branch in regard to the publication of the correspondence. 

Principal Hoppay stated that the position had created 
a feeling of antagonism. The Council’s censure did not 
apply equally to all who were in the same boat with Pro- 
fessor Grieg. 

The Presipent reminded Principal Hobday that the Coun- 
cil expressed its disapproval of the action of all members 
of the Association who applied for the Moredun appoint- 
ment in defiance of the Association’s ban. 

Principal Hospay: ‘* But Professor Grieg was censured 
and the others were not.’’ 

The Presipent replied that no names were mentioned 
and the discussions took place in committee, but the Coun- 
ci! expressed its disapproval of the action of those members 
who did not withdraw their applications for the post when 
requested to do so by the Council; in his own interest, Pro- 
fessor Greig’s name was not mentioned. There was only 
one other name. 

Principal Hospay retorted that because the others did 
not get the job they did not get their names known. 

Mr. J. W. McIntosu said that he thought it very un- 
fortunate that this subject should be opened again, and 
he ventured to think that it would have been better, in 
the interests of all, had the matter been allowed to drop. 

So far as the Couacil was concerned, it had nothing to 
hide or nothing to fear from the fullest publicity, but it 
was not always desirable, in the interests of the profession 
as a whole, that all details should be broadcast, and this 
was the view taken at the Council’s last meeting in April, 
when the subject was very fully discussed, with all the 
facts in front of it. Had the position changed since then? 
He thought not. 

There was ne desire to treat any member unfairly, and 
he thought Professor Greig ought to be the last man to 
complain of unfair treatment. 

Might he again emphasise the importance of loyalty to 
their Association and Executive Control, who were prompted 
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only with one desire and one object ‘‘ To promote and 
safeguard the best interest of the profession ’’—and surely 
no man in that room or outside of it could do other than 
Unless that confidence 
was forthcoming in the fullest measure, the dignity and 
usefulness and of their Association would be weakened, and 
their power for good must very largely fail. The un- 
fortunate happenings of the past few months very clearly 
demonstrated the importance of that. 

Had their Executive Control been extended that measure 
of confidence and trust which they had a right to expect, 
there would have been no need for that discussion that 
day, and he felt certain that the best interests of the 


support so worthy an endeavour. 


profession and of the members themselves could only be 
served by adhering loyally to those principles. ‘Hear, hear.) 
He was sorry to hear that the Scottish Branch was 
apparently dissatisfied with the Council’s ruling and that 
they were asking for publication of certain correspondence. 
He thought it would be unfortunate, in the interests 
of the * National ’* and of the members who were parti- 
cularly involved, if the door were opened to further con- 
troversy on this matter. 
Principal Hospay: ‘* When members defy you and win 
their point against you, are they to go unpunished?” 
Mr. McIntosu: ‘* I do not regard defiance as a win. 
The principles still hold and must hold, ** Win or lose.”’ 
Principal Hospay: ‘*‘ There is no punishment if a man 
gets two or three hundred a year more. It shows we have 
no power.”’ 
Mr. : 
punisnmeni.”’ 
Professor JAMES MACQUEEN was of opinion that no good 
The mem- 


His conscience should be a 


reason existed for re-opening the discussion. 
bers of the Association who read the Record must know 
how the Council stood in the matter, from the report of the 
last quarterly meeting. 

As to the publication of the correspondence as recom- 
mended by the Scottish Branch, that must be dealt with 
when it arose. He really thought that Principal Hobday 
should be told that that Council had full power over the 
publication of the reports of its Branches and Divisions, and 
that was the position he should take up. The main issue 
had been raised and determined at the last meeting, and 
unless there was some diferent statement made to justify 
the re-opening of the question, he failed to see what advan- 
tage could ensue from such a course. 

Principal Hospay did not agree. Many members of the 
profession were very disquieted about the whole thing. They 
thought the National was beaten. There were other posi- 


tions vacant now. Were members not to apply because the - 


‘* National ”’ told them that the posts were not up to stand- 
ard? They could defy them as the others had done. There 
was a feeling that the matter had not been put before the 
profession in its proper light. 

Major Dunkin complained that Principal Hobday had 
offered nothing but destructive criticism: he would like 
him to make some constructive suggestions. He (the 
speaker) entirely supported what Mr. McIntosn had said, 
but at the same time he had a slinking sort of sympathy with 
the Scottish Branch, because he could not help thinking 
that the unanimity which, according to report, had been 
arrived at by the members of the Scottish Branch indi- 
cated that, for various reasons, the Branch was not fully 
cognisant of what had taken place. One reason was that 
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certain, members evidently had not read the Veterinary 
Record or, if they had, had misread it, and another was 
that they wanted the points more clearly pointing out to 
them. The publication of the correspondence would not 
overcome the second difficulty: on the contrary, it would 
increase misunderstanding and fan the flames of discord, 
if such existed. He wondered whether they, as a Council, 
could evolve some method whereby the position could be 
explained in a perfectly open manner to the Scottish 
Branch? Apparently the Branch had a special meeting at 
which Professor Grieg attended to explain his points, but 
the ** National ** was not invited to explain its side of the 
case. Why could not a deputation of one or two of the 
members of the Council attend a meeting of the Scottish 
Branch and explain the position to them? 

Personally, he felt that what little he had done in the 
matter he had done because he thought he was doing right, 
and he thought that applied to every member of that 
Council. It was simply a question of difference of opinion 
and also a question of one party, at least, not having fully 
understood the points that had heen at issue. 

Capt. R. Simpson thought that Major Dunkin had struck 
the right note : there was undoubtedly some misunderstand- 
ing in the minds of some members of the Scottish Branch 
as to the true position. At the Branch meeting there was 
no real criticism of the ‘‘ National ’’; there was just a 
feeling that the publication of the correspondence would 
clear up a lot of difficulties. The question really was 
whether they were going to expunge from the minutes of 
the Scottish Branch certain items which took place at that 
meeting. If they did, they would raise a very serious 
question. 

Major R. H. H. Over said that if it were decided se 
to do, he would certainly suggest that a strong explanatory 
editorial note should be appended to the report, giving the 
reason why the report had been dealt with in that way. 

Lt.-Col. Simpson asked if the members of the Scottish 
Branch were really in such ignorance as had been sug- 
gested. Apparently, they had the letters and these had 
been read at the meeting, and therefore they ought to be in 
a position to draw inferences from the letters. If they 
were the only people who wanted the contents of the 
letters made known, what object would be served in publish- 
ing them? 

Capt. R. Simpson : “* The letters were all there.’ 

Lt.-Col. Simpson: ‘ It does, then, come back as a sort 
of criticism of the action of this Council.” 

The PresIpENT remarked, with regard to the letters, that 
they only showed one side of the question—that was the 
unfortunate part. They were nearly all of them letters 
written by Professor Russell Greig to the’ Council, with 


brief replies. 

He thought they decided that they should hold those dis- 
cussions in committee because they were thinking of the 
effect discussion in open and recorded meeting might have 
on the individuals concerned ; it was in their own interests 
that the discussions were not made public, and now they 
want the whole question re-opened. If this course was 
decided on, he thought it only fair that a reasoned state- 
ment of the whole issue should be inserted. 

It was proposed by Professor MacgurEN and 
seconded by Mr. McIntosu: ‘ That this Council adhere 
to its previous decision not to publish the correspondence,”’ 
the latter observing that the dignity of the Council would 
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be best preserved, and the interests of the ‘* National, ’’ and 
the members concerned would be best served, by leaving the 
matter where it was. So far as the Scottish Branch was 
cencerned, when their communication come forward it 
could be considered by the Editorial Committee. 

At the request of Professor MAcQuUEEN the Secretary read 
the actual wording of the resolution passed by the Council 
at its last meeting, as follows :— 

‘* The Council have considered the letter from the 
Dumfries and Galloway Division, and they have dealt with 
the whole matter in the terms of the following resolution : 
‘That this Council supports the action of the Editorial 
Committee in banning applications for the appointment of 
Director, Moredun Research Institute, Animal Diseas s 
Research Association, and desires to express its high 
appreciation of those members of the profession who did 
not apply or withdrew their applications for the post 
accordingly. At the same time, this Council expresses its 
displeasure that certain members should have applied for 
the vacancy notwithstanding that the post was banned by 
the Association.’ The Council feel that no useful purpose 
would be served by publishing the correspondence.” 

Capt. R. Simpson enquired if, supposing the Scottish 
branch minutes did contain all the letters, the resolution 
before them meant that the Editorial Committee was 
instructed not to publish the correspondence. 

The Presipent replied that he might say that the letter 
they were discussing was a letter from Professor Grieg 
asking that the correspondence should be printed : that was 
what they were discussing, and what they had to decide 
was the answer that should Le given to Professor Grieg 
when he asked that ‘*‘ the whole of the correspondence 
should be printed, simultaneously, if possible, with the 
record of your Council's proceedings.” 

Professor MACQUEEN said that he objected to the resolu- 
tion passed by the Council at its last quarterly meeting 
being called a vote of censure. It was merely an expres- 
sion of disapproval of action, and it was perfectly regular. 
He really thought that the Council (which, after all, was 
supposed to be sane) thrashed the question out 
thoroughly both for and against, and the resolution was 
passed unanimously. Why, then, should it be re-opened ? 

The Presipent: ‘* | suppose the resolution will be that 
we reply to Professor Grieg that we adhere to the resolution 
passed by the Council at its Inst meeting, and that’ the 
correspondence should not be published?" 

Professor Macqueen assented and Mr. MeIntosh (seconder) 
concurred. 

Principal Horpay: “ | move, as an amendment, that 
this correspondence be published, because there is a feeling 
throughout the profession that something has not been 
brought forward that should have been brought forward. 
I think the Scottish Branch had before them more than 
this Council had.” 

Major Duxkin: * Are you suggesting that the Editorial 
Committee has kept back important information which 
should rightly have been placed before the Council?” 

Prinéipal Horpay: I do suggest that.” 

Major Dunkin: ** That is a suggestion I keenly resent. 
In point of fact, we have had nothing before us that has 
not been made known to the Council.” 

The amendment was now put to the meeting and lost 
by a large majority. The original motion was voted upon, 
and carried with few dissentients. 


Majer Kirk asked if the Council would not be acting 
wisely if a letter were sent to the Secretary of the Scottish 
Branch explaining the Council's point of view. 

The Presipent replied that ic had been suggested that 
they had better await a communication from the Scottish 
Branch before taking any further action, as at present 
they had received no report of the meeting, or any com- 
munication. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

(i) The Secretary annourced the receipt of apologies for 
absence from the following gentlemen :— 

Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Lt.-Col J. W. Brittlebank, 
Mr. W. H. Brooke, Mr. F. A. Davidson, Major B. De Vine, 
Mr. F. L. Gooch, Mr. P. J. Howard, Mr. Richard Hughes, 
Major T, M. Inglis, Mr. W. J. Ironside, Mr. N. H. McAlister, 
Capt. J. McAllan, Major J. G. MeGregor, Major E. S. 
Martin, Capt. S. J. Motton, Mr. W. Nairn, Major H. 
Peele (owing to ill-health), Capt. A. W. Noel-Pillers, Mr. 
H. L.. Roberts, Mr. E. Alfred West, Hon. Treasurer (owing 
to ill-health) and Dr. A. W. Whitehouse (owing to_ ill- 
health). 

The Hox. SEcRETARY proposed that letters of sympathy 
should be sent to Major Peele, Mr. West and Dr. White- 
house, expressing the Council's earnest hope for their 
speedy restoration to health. 

The PRESIDENT said that he was sure that alf the members 
would agree to that proposition (hear, hear.) Major Peele 
had had a very serious illness but was now, he was glad 
to say, a little better. Mr. West and Dr. Whitehouse were 
better, he believed. 

(ii) From Mr. St. J. C. P. Macfarlan, m.r.c.v.s., of the 
Portal Inspection Office, Custom House, Belfast, stating 
that the Association of Veterinary Officer of the Ministry of 
Agriculture (Northern Ireland) was no longer in existence. 
The Secretary informed the Council that the Association 
in question was one the membership of which was limited 
to the Veterinary Officers employed by the Government 
of Northern Ireland. 

ELection OF NEW MEMBERS. 


There being no resignations to report, the Council pro- 
ceeded unanimously to elect to membership of the Associa- 
tion the following gentlemen, who had been duly nomi- 
nated and who had paid their subscriptions :—Messrs. S. E. 
B. Balfour-Jones (Brighton); D. D. Canning (Doncaster) ; 
N. Clarke (Veterinary Department, N. Nigeria); W. Dun- 
can (Oldmeldrunr) ; Geo. Gibson (Uxbridge) ; Henry Gooch 
(Tunbridge Wells); R. S. Kyle (Musoma); T. J. Marriott 
(Car Colstone); F. W. Priestley (London); W. Runciman 
(Ely); Miss Marion Stewart (Glasgow); Messrs. Alex. 
Sutherland (Thurso), and H. C. Watson (Hong Kong). 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


The following interim report of the special Committee 
appointed re the duties of Veterinary Advisory Officers was 
read by the Secretary : 

The Committee appointed by the Council in April last 
to consider the duties of Veterinary Advisory Officers and 
the effect of such appointments upon general practice 
has held two meetings, namely, on May 13th and June 16th. 
Good progress has been made, but the Committee is not 
vet in a position to present a full report to the Council. 

Lieut.-Colonel Simpson, speaking as a member of the 
Special Committee of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons which had been appointed to consider the same 
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subject, expressed the hope that, in regard to any action 
which might be taken, the Special Committee of the 
N.V.M.A., would work in close co-operation with the 
R.C.V.S. Committee. 

Mr. McInrosn, as Chairman of the N.V.M.A. Committee, 
assured Colonel Simpson that that Committee had every 
desire to co-operate as suggested. 

The Secretary read the followirg report of the Special 
Committee appointed re Dr. Gordon Tippett’s letter of 
January 16, 1930 :— 

The Committee appointed to deal with Dr. Gordon 
ippett’s letter of January 16th, 1930, concerning the 
desirability of the appointment of qualified veterinary sur- 
geons to the permanent staff of the Ministry of Health 
and as Consultants, met at 2 Verulam Buildings, Gray's 
Inn, on Tuesday, May 13th, 1930. “= 

There were present: The President (Mr. G. P. Male), 
Mr. J. C. Coleman, Major D. S. Rabagliati, and Dr. J. 
Share-J ones. 

Apologies for non-attendance were reported from Colonel 
Brittlebank, the Hon. Secretary (Mr. Dawes), Mr. F. A. 
Davidson and Captain R. Simpson. 

Dr. Share-Jones was appointed to the Chair. 

Consideration was given to a confidential letter which had 
been received from Colonel Brittlebank. 

It was eventually decided to report to tht Council that, 
in view of developments that have occurred since Dr. 
Tippett’s letter was referred to it, the Committee considers 
that the matter should be left in abeyance for the present. 
In the meantime, the Committee has communicated with 
Dr. Tippett and Colonel F. E. Fremantle, M.p., and 
thanked them both, on behalf of the Association, for their 
interest in the question. 

The Committee has also considered a letter from Mr. 
F. A. Davidson, one of its members, suggesting that action 
be taken with the object of securing the appointment in 
the near future of a whole-time Veterinary Officer to the 
staff of the Scottish Board of Health. The feeling of the 
meeting was that nothing should be done in this connection 
until it was known how all the Scottish Divisions viewed 
the proposal, and it was decided to suggest to Mr. Davidson 
that the Scottish Branch should be asked to collect these 
views. 

The SECRETARY reported that he had received cne or two 
letters arising from the report. 

The Presipent asked if it was the wish of the Council 
that the Special Committee should continue their 
labours. The General Secretary had informed him that 
the Committee considered that they had _ fulfilled their 
functions. 

Major RapaGcutarit observed that it was only to answer 
one letter that that Committee was formed, and that letter 
had been replied to. 

The SECRETARY stated that there were now three further 
letters, 

On the proposition of Colonel Simpson, seconded by 
Major Dunkin, it was resolved to ask the Committee to 
continue, for the purpose of dealing with the letters in 
question. 

EprroRIAL COMMITTEE. 

Major Dunkin (Chairman) read the following report of 
this Standing Committee, and moved its reception and 
adoption 

The Editorial Committee has devoted a considerable 
amount of time during the past quarter to the question 
of giving the most effective publicity in its power to the 
forthcoming International Veterinary Congress. To that 
end space has been allocated both in the leader and notes 
and news columns to the publication of material calculated 
to assist the Organising Committee in their endeavour to 
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secure a representative attendance of veterinarians from 
the British Isles. Arrangements are also well in hand for 
the publication on August 2nd of an enlarged number which 
will contain various Congress features and other material 
which should prove of interest to delegates. 

During the period under review the experimental stage 
of the translation-abstract service was concluded. The 
Committee deemed the results of this service to be satis- 
factory and therefore decided upon its continuance as a 
permanent measure. 

An endeavour has been made to secure original articles, 
as distinct from papers presented to divisional meetings, 
and by this means the Committee has been glad to add 
the name of Professor B. Bang, of Copenhagen, to its 
list of distinguished contributors. 

The Committee has decided to ask the Council for a 
ruling as to the action which should be taisen by the Com- 
mittee in regard to clinical articles advocating the use ol 
proprietary remedies, with or without formula and methods 
of preparation. 

As requested by the Council, the Committee has con- 
sidered the following motion proposed by Major Dunkin :— 

(a) ** That at the Annual General Meeting to be 
held in 1930 an Editorial Committee be not appointed, 
but that an Editor (lay or professional) who shall have 
had considerable journalistic experience, be appointed 
in its stead. 

(b) That providing (a) is agreed to, there be appointed 
a permanent Committee of three members of Council, 
N.V.M.A., who will act as advisers to the Editor on 
matters professional or controversial whenever necess- 
ary, and that it be an instruction to the Editor that 
on all such matters the Committee shall be consulted.” 


It was decided to report to the Council :— 

* That this Committee is of opinion that the princi- 
ple contained in the terms of the motion proposed by 
Major Duakin should be favourably considered by the 
Council at its next meeting.”’ 

All the members present at the meeting were in favour 
of the resolution, with the exception of Professor MeCunn, 
who dissented, and of Colonel Dunlop Young, who abstained 
from voting. 

The motion was seconded by Captain Riper. 

Major Dunkin said that there were two main points 
to be considered in the report. The first was the decision 
of the Committee to ask the Council for a ruling as to the 
action which should be taken by the Committee in regard 
to clinical articles advocating the use of proprietary reme- 
dies, with or without formule and methods of preparation. 
That was a point which was constantly cropping up and 
which had taken up a good deal of the Committee's time, 
and several members of the, Committee very rightly con- 
sidered that a ruling on the point should be given by the 
Council. 

Major Kikk said that by way of opening up the question, 
he should like to submit that the Council agree to the 
publicat.on of articles containing the names of proprietary 
remedies, principally because it was done in the medical 
papers and what was good enough for the medical pro- 
fession he was sure ought to be good enough for them. 
It could safely be left te the Editorial Committee to decide 
which was too much of a ‘* puff ’’ and which was a suitable 
article for publication. 

Major Over expressed the view that if the proprietary 
article or remedy was one which it was open to the lay 
public to purchase, they should not publish any clinical 
evidence concerning: it. 

The Prestpent observed that some members of the lay 
public read the Veterinary Record. 

Major Over said that it was a different matter when 
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they were dealing with something which had a formula 
which they were able to publish as well, for then it would 
scarcely come under the description of a proprietary remedy. 

Principal Hospay asked if a ruling could be given 
against the acceptance of articles advocating the use of 
proprietary remedies with any semblance of consistency, 
in view of the fact that in connection with the R.C.V.S. 
Register itself a book-mark was issued which contained 
advertisements of proprietary remedies. 

Major Kirk felt that if a proprietary article was of value 
it was only right that the profession should be allowed to 
know as much as possible about it through the medium 
of the Association’s journal. , 


Mr. H. P. Sranpiery thought it was derogatory to the 
members of the profession that they should make use of 
proprietary articles and remedies. 

Professor MACQUEEN was of opinion that the main motive 
of that question in the report of the Editorial Committee 
was one of commercialism. The question often arose as 
to whether a certain advertisement should be published 
and if a certain article dealing with that particular prepara- 
tion was in favour of the agent, the general inclination 
was to meet the wishes of the advertiser, and to publish 
the article because the proprietor of the remedy was a good 
advertiser. If the Veterinary Record was to be run as a 
commercial venture, he quite agreed that that was a 
proper policy; if, however, it was to be run as a pro- 
fessional paper only, without any regard to commercial 
success, he thought those proprietary remedies should be 
kept out of its pages so far as its clinical articles were 
concerned, 

If they asked a chemist to prepare a proprietary remedy 
according to the published formula, he would tell them 
that it was impossible to do it; there was something 
in the manipulation of the various constituents that was 
not within the reach of the ordinary chemist, so that 
the mere fact of a proprietary remedy being published 
with a formula was no guarantee that the formula was 
ene that could be reproduced by the chemist. He had no 
personal feeling in the matter, but he agreed with Mr. 
Standley to a large extent; it certainly was rather a 
reflection upon the progress of the veterinary profession 
that so many proprietary remedies were employed, when 
they had the British Pharmacopeia. It was largely, the 
outcome of laziness; most veterinary surgeons nowadays 
bought their remedies ready-mad~. 

Major Dunkrn said that the question they were asking 
for a decision upon was this: What action should be taken 
by the Committee in regard to clinical articles advocating 
the use of proprietary remedies, with or without formula 
and methods of preparation. They frequently had clinical 
articles sent in by veterinary surgeors describing the use 
of these drugs for the alleviation of certain conditions. 
In the majority of instances the drugs that he had in mind 
appeared to have been highly successful and the question 
had been raised once or twice by certain members of the 
Committee as to whether it was not possible that these 
drugs sometimes failed to alleviate the condition for which 
they were used. 

It must, of course, be remembered that the Editorial 
Committee, apart from the exercise of its journalistic duties, 
was also a money-making committee; in fact, it was the 


Association’s only money-making Committee, and they 
must study these advertisers in some degree. 

For the moment, it would be helpful if the Council would 
give a ruling as to the action it would like the Committee 
to take in future in that very difficult and important matter. 

Colonel Simpson said that the problem cropped up in 
different fcr>ms at different times and it was very difficult 
to lay down a hard and fast rule; he felt that each case 
should be dealt with on its merits as it arose. Atthough 
he was a member of the Editorial Committee, he was 
of opinion that a general ruling might be somewhat danger- 
cus. The Committee did try hard to get to the bottom 
of the position in regard to these various remedies, and 
when they were successful in getting a formula they had 
no hesitation in accepting either an advertisement for the 
compound or a clinical article mentioning it. 

Sir John Moore observed that looking at the question 
from a commercial point of view, there could be no doubt 
that, if they refused to publish the names of proprietary 
remedies in clinical or other articles, they would lose a 
considerable amount of revenue for the Veterinary Record. 
It would be much better to leave the matter to the Editorial 
Committee to handle. 

The Presipent : ** Does that satisfy you, Major Dunkin? 
The opinion seems to be that we mus‘ leave it to the 
excellent judgment of you and your Committee to decide 
whether you will put the proprietary remedy references 
in or not—knowing all the facts, the formulas and all the 
conditions that are before you when you have to make 
such a decision.” 

Major DuNKIN replied that he was quite sure that his 
colleagues would continue to excise their discretion, if 
they were allowed. 

The Presimpent said that the next feature of the report 
they had to consider was the Committee’s recommendation 
in regard to the motion by Major Dunkin, which was 
referred to the Editorial Committee for consideration and 
an expression of their views. They had given their opinion 
* That the principle contained in the terms of the motion 
should be favourably considered by the Council at its next 
n-eeting.”’ 

The Council resolved itself into Committee to considér 
this recommendation, and upon the resumption of open 
nieeting it was resolved, on the proposition of Captain 
Simpson, seconded by Colonel YounG ‘* That the question 
ke referred to the Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mitte for consideration and report, and that it be treated 
as a notice of motion for the next meeting.’’ 


FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTER, 


The following report of this Committee was read by 
the Chairman of the Committee, Colonel Simpson :— 


There have been two meetings of the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee during the past quarter. 

At each of these meetings the Hon. Treasurer has 
presented a report on the Accounts for the preceding month, 
and any liabilities have then been passed for payment. 

The Accounts for 1929 have been audited by Messrs. 
Fairbairn, Wingfield and Wykes, and their statement will 
be presented to the Association at its next General Meeting. 

The Auditor’s report has also been considered. This 
contained several suggestions for the keeping of additional 
records, and arrangements have been made for the Secre- 
tary to go into the working of these with the Auditors. 
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Arising from the Auditors’ report, and with the view 
of facilitating the payment of cheques into the Bank, 
the Committee recommends to the Council :— 

** That cheques for payment into the Bank be en- 
dorsed in future by the General Secretary, instead of 
by the Hon. Treasurer as at present.”’ 

Consideration has been given to a rejnest made by the 
Secretary for additional clerical assistance, and, on the 
recommendation of a sub-committee, the Committee has 
authorised, as a temporary measure, the engagement of a 
Junior Clerk for two months from May 19th ro enable the 
work of the office to be brought up-to-date, and at the end 
of that period the situation wil! be revewed. 

Mention was made in the last Report of the Committee 
to a resolution which had been received from the North 
of England Division on the subject of the insurance of 
veterinary surgeons’ motor cars. The Association’s re- 
quests of the Accident Offices Associatign—the central body 
of the tariff companics—that veterinary surgeons should 
be granted the same cover as is given to medical practi- 
tioners by the usual private policy against claims arising 
when a car is being driven for professional purposes by 
an Assistant, have been rejected. To draw the attention of 
members to this fact it was eventually decided to publish 
the correspondence in the Veterinary Record. 

The Committee has under consideration the revision of 
the existing form of application for membership of the 
Association. 

The Solicitors have been instructed to go through the 
Articles of Association with a view to bringing them into 
conformity with the requirements of the Companies Act, 
1929, and a list of the requisite alterations and additions 
will be placed before the Council at a later stage of the 
proceedings. 

A copy of the Financial Statement for the three months 
ending May 31st was forwarded to all members of the 
Council, and this will be dealt with by the Hon. Treasurer 
in his report. 


The International Veterinary Congress. 

Proceeding, Colonel Simpson said that, while moving 
the reception and adoption of the report, he desired to 
make reference to a mast important financial matter, 
notwithstanding that it did not appear on the agenda. They 
were all aware of the near approach of the International 
Veterinary Congress, and personally, he did think that 
the N.V.M.A. should associate itself with the efforts which 
were being put forth to make that Congress a success. 
It was evidently in the minds of some people that the 
International Veterinary Congress was a_ very wealthy 
affair. It had a certain amount of money, but it was also 
laying itself out to show the other nations of the world what 
the veterinary profession is, and in doing that the Organis- 
ing Committee had put forward a very lavish programme 
of entertainments, etc. The cost of printing, translations, 
and other things was very great, so that although there 
was a fair amount of money in the Congress, when the 
Congress was all over there would be practically none left, 
if any, and perhaps there was the possibility of a deficit. 
He would like the Association to help the private members 
who had sext in their subscriptions by giving a generous 
donation and thereby helping to make the International 
Congress the success it should be in this country. (Hear, 
hear.) It would not be an annual subscription or donation ; 
the Congress probably would never be held in this country 
again in the lives of any of those present. He therefore 
desired to move ** That the N.V.M.A. donate the sum of 
100 guineas to the funds of the International Veterinary 


Congress.’ 
Sir Joun Moore said that he would like to second the 
motion and to associate himself with Colonel Simpson's 
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remarks, because he happened to be the Chairman of tiie 
Finance Committee of the International Veterinary Con- 
gress, and he thought it weuld be a very gracious act on 
the part of the N.V.M.A. to give at least 100 guineas 
to its funds. 

The Prestpenr observed that they had heard the resolu- 
tion (proposed by the Chairman of their Finance Com- 
mittee), and seconded by Sir John Moore. Both gentlemen 
had explained the position and made a very eloquent plea 
that the Association should make the suggested donation. 
He had hoped, at one time, that the Association would have 
entertained the delegates, and he was sure that all the 
members would have been glad to show hospitality 
to the delegates. (Hear, hear.) Unfortunately, that could 
not be arranged, and for his part he was very pleased to 
support the resolution. 

The resolution was carried unanimously, and amid 
applause. The Secretary now read the Financial Statement 
presented by the Hon. Treasurer (Mr. E. Alfred West) 
covering the months of March, April and May of the 
current year. This showed that there was a balance in 
hand on May 31st of £713 1s. 9d., with liabilities amount- 


ing to £240 1s. 5d. 
The report of the Committee, and the Hon. Treasurer’s 
Statement of Accounts, were received and adopted. 


APPOINTMENTS 
The report of the Commiitee was read by Professor 
MACQUEEN (Chairman), as follows :—- 


A meeting of the Appointments Committee was held at 
2 Verulam Buildings, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, on Tuesday, 
July Ist, 1930, with Professor Macqueen in the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
signed as correct. 

It was reported that nothiny further had been heard 
from Mr. A. F. Flood since the April meeting concerning 
the compulsory retirement of Major F. Murray-Jones from 
his post of Chief Inspector of Stock, against which the 
N.V.M.A. had protested by cable to the Premier of Western 
Australia. 

A letter was received from the Town Clerk of a County 
Borough in reply to the Committee’s communication of 
April 2nd, intimating that the Health Committee of his 
Council had decided to recommend that the salary of the 
Veterinary Officer should be increased to a maximum of 
£600 per annum, and that the present officer arrive at that 
figure by annual increments of £50. The Appointments 
Committee had also before’ them a letter on the same 
matter from the Veterinary Officer concerned. It was 
decided to take no further action. 

A letter was read from the Town Clerk of a Borough 
acknowledging the receipr of the Association’s communica- 
tion of April 2nd with regard to the salary of the Veterinary 
Officer employed by his Council, and promising to bring 
the matter before the appropriate Committee in due course. 
In this connection the Committee also heard letters received 
from the Veterinary Officer concerned expressing his appre- 
ciation of the steps taken on his behalf and saying that 
nothing further could be done at present as the Committee 
which will deal with the Association’s representation will! 
not sit again until January next. 

It was decided to write to the Secretary, Local Appoint- 
ments Commission, Dublin, pointing out that the salary ot 
£500 per annum offered in their recent announcement in 
the Veterinary Record for a temporary whole-time Super- 
vising Veterinary Surgeon to the Limerick County Borough 
was not in accordance with the Association’s scale for 
an appointment of this description. It was also decided to 
forward a copy of the Association’s scale of salaries for 
such appointments as those then advertised, expressing the 
hope that in the event of any of these appointments becom- 
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ing permanent, the terms of the scale would be considered. 

It was decided to refer to the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons a letter received from a member, commenting 
upon a letter dated May Ist, 1930, in which the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies had notified to the Officer Adminis- 
tering the Government of the Leeward Islands his accept- 
ance of certain recommendations of a Sub-committee of the 
Colonial Advisory Council of Agriculture and Animal 
Health. These recommendations concerned the eligibility 
of fellows or members of the R.C.V.S., or possessors of a 
veterinary qualification granted in a self-governing Domin- 
ion, for consideration for appointment to the Colonial 
Veterinary Service, or for Colonial Veterinary Scholarships ; 
also the amendment, where necessary, of existing legisla- 
tion so as to provide for the practice of veterinary medicine 
by persons holding such qualifications. 

Professor Macqueen moved the reception and adoption of 
the report, Major RABAGLIATI seconding. 

Principal Horpay asked whether the reference in the 
report meant that the Governor of the Leeward Islands was 
to be allowed to select graduates for appointment, receiving 
the reply that the appointments are made from this country. 

It was agreed to advise the R.C.V.S., to whom the Com- 
mittee recommended that the correspondence should be 
passed over, that the Governor of the Leeward Islands was 
at present in this country. 

The PREs!DENT commented that the report was most satis- 
factory; it showed that the good work of the Appoint- 
ments and Editorial Committees had borne fruit, and that 
the Association's members were getting higher salaries. 
(Applause.) 

The motion was carried. 


VETERINARY OFFICERS AND Pustic HEALTH COMMITTEE. 
The Secretary read the following report :— 


A meeting of the Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 
Committee was held at 2 Verulam Buildings, Gray’s Inn, 
W.C.1, on Tuesday, July Ist, with the President in the 
Chair. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting, having been printed 
in the Veterinary Record, were taken as read and signed 
as correct. 

Arising from the Minutes, a letter was read from the 
Private Secretary to the Secretary of State for Scotland 
acknowledging the receipt of a copy of the resolution passed 
at the previous meeting of the Committee, drawing attention 
to the unsatisfactory position of the Veterinary Officers of 
a County Council under the scheme prepared by that 
Authority for the administration of the Diseases of Animals 
Acts, ete., under the Local Government (Scotland) Act. In 
this connection an acknowledgment was also received,from 
the Ministry of Agriculture, together with an intimation 
that a further letter will be sent to the Association in the 
matter shortly. 

It was understood that no developments had taken place 
locally since the last meeting of the Committee. It was 
decided to leave the matter in abeyance pending the taking 
of further action by the County Council concerned. 

It was reported that the Ministry of Health had acknow- 
ledged the Association’s letter embodying the resolution 
passed at the April meeting urging the deletion forthwith of 
the words ** form part of or *’ occurring in line 3, para. 1, 
subsection A, Part 3 of the Milk (Special Designations) 
Order, 1923. The Secretary mentioned that he had been 
authorised by the President to forward a copy of this 
resolution to the Certified and Grade ‘“ A *’ (Tuberculin 
Tested) Milk Producers’ Association for their information, 
and that he had received a reply in which the Hon, Secre- 
tary said he felt sure that his Council would be in com- 
plete agreement with the terms of the resolution. 

Further consideration was given to the correspondence 
with the Dairy Shorthorn Association regarding the pro- 
posed adoption by them of a uniform certificate of tubercu- 
lin testing, and the Committee amended the specimen certi- 
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ficate in such a manner as would, in their opinion, render 
it acceptable by the N.V.M.A. 

It was deciled to recommend that Capt. R. Simpson, 
F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., be invited to open the proposed dis- 
cussion on ** Milk Grading *’ which is to take place at the 
Central Hall, Westminster, on August 2nd. 

As requested by the Council, the Committee has con- 
sidered the Scheme for the Eradication of Bo.ine Tuber- 
culosis prepared by the Scottish Branch, N.V.M.A. The 
Committee are of opinion that the time has arrived when a 
scheme should be formulated for England, and, further, 
that Wales should be included in the scheme. 

The Committee had before them letters from a member 
calling attention to the fact that the Veterinary Officer 
about to be appointed for a certain County Council, will 
work under the direction and control of the Medical 
Officer of Health, and urging the N.V.M.A. to take steps 
to secure that the holder of this appointment should be 
directly responsible to a Committee of the County Council. 
The Committee decided that, in view of certain local 
information which had been obtained, they could not take 
any useful action in the matter. 

The Presipen1 (Chairman of the Committee) proposed 
the reception and adoption of the report, adding, after Mr. 
CoLEMAN had seconded the proposition, that the Council 
would see that the Committee had discussed, that morning, 
the Scheme for the Eradication of Tuberculosis prepared 
by the Scottish Branch, and were of opinion that the time 
had arrived when a scheme should be formulated for Eng- 
land. That was as far as the Council had asked the Com- 
mittee to go in that matter, and he did not know whether 
it was the wish of the Council that further action should 
it was obviously impossible for them, that 


now be taken 
day, to formulate a scheme, and did they wish the 
Committee further to consider the scheme, or did they 
desire to send it to the Divisions, for these to discuss it 
again ? 

Major RawaGiiatt enquired whether it would do to sug- 
gest that the Divisions be asked to discuss whether or not, 
in their opinion, the scheme was suitable for England and 
Wales, or to ask if the Divisions would suggest that the 
Council should appoint a sub-committee to deal with the 
matter ; or was that the duty of the Council? 

The Prestpen1 replied that he thought that was the duty 
of the Council. 

Sir JouN Moore said that he was wondering if the Associ- 
ation could not initiate some idea of a Royal Commission 
to enquire into the whole situation of bovine tuberculosis. 
The reason he asked was that he thought that, of all people 
in the world, the veterinary people had it in their power 
to control the grave situation that existed, and that there- 
fore they were the people who should initiate a Commission. 

The Presipent : ‘* Would you suggest that the Committee 
goes on with the formation of the scheme?” 

Sir Joun Mooa:: propose that the Committee con- 
tinue their work, preceeding with the formulation of a 
scheme for the better control and final eradication of bovine 
tuberculosis in England and Wales.” 

Major Ranvcriatt seconded the proposition, which was 
carried unanimously, together with the motion for the 
reception and adoption of the report. 

Sir Joux Moore said that, arising out of that, he had 
another proposition to make, and that was: ‘* That the 
Minister of Agriculture and the Minister of Health should 
be approached as to the importance: of the setting up of a 
Royal Commission enquire the situation existing 


in regard to bovine tuberculosis, its control and ultimate 
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eradication, in view-of the serious incidence of the disease 
and its grave menace to public health.’’ 

He made the proposition because, last week down at 
Margate, where they had meetings of the Veterinary 
Hygiene Section of the Royal Sanitary Institute, there was 
put forward a recommendation to their Section that a Royal 
Commission should be initiated, and he thought, as he had 
said, that if any people should take it up it should be them- 
selves, and not the Sanitary Institute. They could get the 
Sanitary Institute to help them, but it would be better if 
the movement for a Commission came from the veterinary 
people. Last week he had a_ letter from Lord 
Moynihan, who undertook to bring up the whole situation 
with regard to bovine tuberculosis and its. reflection on 
human beings, before the House of Lords. So that, taking 
everything into consideration, he thought that they really 
ought to be very active in that matter: the suggestion 
would come better from them than from anybody, and it 
would, moreover, be a means of getting themselves a little 
more to the front in their own affairs. 

The proposition was seconded by Colonel DuNLop 
YounG, who said that that subject was really much to the 
fore at the present moment, and they should push_ it 
for all they were worth and, as Sir John had said, take 
the initiative and not come in at the tail end. 

Sir Joun Moore now” read the text of Lord 
Moynihan’s fetter, and added that he had told him that he 
could rely upon the veterinary people to supply him with 
all the information he required. It was very good of him 
to take up that matter, and as they all knew, when he 
began to talk people sat up and took notice. 

The proposition was put to the meeting and carried 
unanimously. 

The Se¢retary was instructed to request the Secretary of 
the Scottish Branch to forward, for the information of the 
Committee, all the resolytions on the West of Scotland 
Scheme which had been sent to the Branch by Divisions 
of the N.V.M.A. in England and Wales. 

COMPENSATION OF PART-TIME VETERINARY OFFICERS. 

The Council next considered the following report of a 
joint mecting of the Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 
and Parliamentary Committees :— 

A joint meeting of the Veterinary Officers’ and Public 
Health and Parliamentary Committees was held at 2 
Verulam Buildings, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, on Tuesday, July 
Ist, 1930. 

The President was appointed Chairman of the meeting. 

The meeting considered a letter from a member, on the 
position in regard to compensation of part-time Veterinary 
Oficers whose services are dispensed with owing to the 
cperation of the Local Government (Scotland) Act, 1929. 

After hearing the Solicitor’s interpretation of the clauses 
in the Act relating to the payment of compensation for 


loss of office. 

It was resolved to recommend to the Council : 

(a) That this member be requested to make an official 
application for compensation for loss of office. 

(b) That the two Committees consider the position 
further in the light of the enquiries to be made and the 
legal advice to be secured, with power to act accordingly 
and to spend a sum not exceeding £200 in commencing 
proceedings to determine the question, if so advised. 

The PrestDeNt, in moving the reception and adoption of 
the report, said that perhaps he ought to explain, for the 
information of those who were not at the meeting of the 
Committee, that if what the member concerned suspected 
was correct, the part-time inspectors in Scotland in the 
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Burghs, with the exception of those of over 20,000 inhabi- 
tants, not only would lose their jobs, but apparently would 
get no compensation. They would all remember that the 
matter Was discussed really fully by the Veterinary Officers’ 
Committee and also by the Parliamentary Committee, and 
further, not only by that body but by the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. <A letter was sent to the Scot- 
tish Branch and all the Divisions in Scotland, asking 
them to discuss the matter and to suggest to the National 
any steps that they theught it advisable to take to safeguard 
their interests. An editorial was written by one who had 
a great knowledge of the duties of inspectors in Scotland, 
and it was the opinion of all concerned that compensation 
would be given. ©The memorandum which accompanied 
the Local Government Act also indicated that compensation 
would ke given to those inspectors. The Association asked 
the opinion of the British Medical Association and the 
Scottish Branch of the British Medical Association as to 
what position they were taking up and how it would affect 
them. There was no suggestion from any source whatever 
that no compensation would be given. They hoped that 
Was not the case, and they had asked their Solicitor’s 
opinion. With his knowledge of the law, their Solicitor 
said that, as usual, nobody could interpret it (laughter) 
and that it was a matter of opinion for lawyers to fight 
out for themselves. He (the President) hoped that, as that was 
the case, it would be found that compensation could be 
given. The whole thing was very complex, and they sin- 
cerely hoped that their part-time inspectors would get com- 
pensation. (Hear, hear.) 

He would like to say that he was sure he was expressing 
the opinion of the whole of the N.V.M.A. when he said 
that that Association would do everything that it) was 
possible to do to help them to get that compensation, 
because it would be a very serious matter for them if they 
did not. (Applause.) 

He had gone into the matter at some length, because he 
thought the part-time inspectors in Scotland should know 
what was being done and how the Association felt about 
the matter, and that the Association was doing everything 
possible, and would do everything possible, to help them. 
They would see from the report that they wanted to have 
power to spend a sum not excceding £200: they hoped it 
would not be necessary, but if they gave their sanction for 
that they would then have the power to act in this matter, 
which might be one of urgency. They did not want to lose 
any time if and when it became necessary to act. 

Professor MacgukEN: This assistance is for a_ test 
case, is it?’’ 

The Presipent replied that first of all iz would be neces- 
sary to enquire into the exact legal position. They would 
ask the member concerned to make a formal claim ; if that 
was rejected they would take legal opinion, probably acting 
in conjunction with the British Medical Association and 
other professional bodies which might be equally involved. 

Mr. McINrosu thought it was the duty of the Association 
to protect the interests of its members as far as it possibly 
could. The point at issue was of great importance to practi- 
tioners who held part-time appointments, and he ‘was sure 
it would be the unanimous wish of the Association that 
such support should be given as they reasonably could give. 

The Presipent: That is carried unanimously? 
(Applause.) Thank you very much.”’ 
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ORGANISING COMMITTEE. 


The Chairman of this Committee (Capt. Rider) having 
had to leave early, the following report was read by the 
Secretary :— 


The Organising Committee met at 2 Verulam Buildings, 
Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, on Tuesday, July Ist, 1930, Capt. 
Rider being in the Chair. 

The Minutes of the previous mecting, having been pub- 
lished in the Veterinary Record, were taken as read and 
signed as correct. 

A letter was read from a member (received through Dr. 
Bullock), enclosing a copy of the April number of Better 
Health, the Official Journal of the Central Council for 
Health Education of the Society of Medical Officers of 
Health. It was stated that 3,000 copies of this publication 
had been distributed gratis in the writer’s district and he 
expressed the opinion that the veterinary profession needed 
a similar agent of publicity among the general public. li 
was decided to allow this correspondence to lie on the 
table. 

The Secretary presented a report on the steps taken dur- 
ing the past quarter to secure publicity for the profession. 

After discussion, it was decided to request the members 
of the Editorial Committee to watch for any matters about 
which an annotation could be written for circulation to the 
Press after submission to the Chairman of the Organising 
Committee. 


The Presipent remarked, in connection with the matter 
of the journal mentioned in the report, that the opinion of 
the Committee was that it was an onerous enough 
task to run the Association’s journal with success 
and that their membership was not sufficient to 
run another journal of the sort suggested, which was sup- 
plied gratis. 

Upon the proposition of the Hon. SecrETaRy, seconded by 
Mr. Nerper, the report was received and adopted. 


PROVISIONAL COMMITTEE. 
The Secretary read the following report :— 


A meeting of the Provisional Committee, to make 
arrangements for the holding of the Annual General Meet- 
ing of the Association, took place at 2 Verulam Buildings, 
Gray’s Inn, on Monday, June 16th, 1930. 

The President occupied the Chair, and there were also 
present Mr. J. W. MeIntosh, Sir John Moore, Col. Simp- 
son and Mr. J. Willett. 

Apologies for absence were received from the Hon. Secre- 
tary and Mr. T. Eaton Jones. 

It was decided to recommend to the Council :— 


(a) That a meeting of the Council be held on Satusday, 
August 2nd, at 11 a.m., to make nominations of Officers 
for the ensuing year, etc. 

(b) That the proposed discussion on “ Milk Grad- 
ing ** on August 2nd should begin at 2.30 p.m. instead 
of 3 p.m. as originally decided. 

(c) That the Annual General Meeting, which had been 
fixed for August 2nd, should be held on Saturday, August 
9th, the time of the meeting to be arranged to fit in with 
the programme of the International Veterinary Congress 
for that date. 

(d) That immediately following the Annual General 
Meeting there be held an Extraordinary General Meeting 
to deal with the proposed alterations to Article 59 
and with certain alterations and additions necessary to 
bring the Articles of Association into conformity with the 
new Companies Act. 

It has been arranged for all the above meetings to be 
held at the Central Hall, Westminster, S.W.1. 

The Committee drew up the Agenda of the Annual Meet- 
ing and this will shortly be circulated to members of the 
Association together with the notice convening the meeting, 
ete. 


The PRESIDENT, in moving the reception and adoption of 
this report, stated that they would see from it that the 
Council Meeting would be held on the morning of the 
Saturday just previous to the International Congress. 
There would be a luncheon to Professor Macqueen, which 
he was sure they would all want to attend (hear, hear), and 
there would be the discussion on the milk grading desig- 
nations Order. In the evening a reception and dance would 
take place, at which also he hoped they would all be pre- 
sent. He looked upon the Saturday previous to the Con- 
gress as a day devoted to ‘‘ National ’’ matters, so that 
he hoped all would be there in order that they might have 
some really good gatherings. They could have Sundays as 
a quiet day, enabling them to start in great form at the 
International on Monday morning. 

Major DuNKIN seconded the motion, which was carried. 


ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION. 
The Council received and approved the Solictor’s draft 
of alterations and additions necessary to bring the Articles 
of Association into line with the Companies Act, 1929. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS AND JURY SERVICE. 


Major Kirk having had to leave, Mr. COLEMAN read the 
following statement on his behalf : 

“In raising the question of the service of veterinary 
surgeons on juries, | do so in the hope that an effort will be 
made by this Association to secure exemption for our mem- 
bers. 

“1 was recently served with one of the notices, which 
forms, when filled in, were presumably to be records of 
those available for jury service. 

“There is a very complete list of exemptions, among 
which, for instance, are the following :— 

** Dentists, clergymen, solicitors’ managing clerks, 
Deputies of Clerks of the Peace, Magistrates’ clerks, 
ushers, doorkeepers and messengers, gaolers and subordin- 
ate officers, lunatic asylum attendants, pharmaceutical 
chemists, post office officials, Customs officers and their 
clerks. 

Apparently there is no provision for exemption of 
veterinary surgeons engaged in public health duties. 

‘* If messengers, clerks, and doormen are exempt, then 
it becomes a scandal that a professional man whose work 
lies in the relief of sickness and the prevention of the spread 
of disease, should ever be liable to have to leave his prac- 
tice—sometimes for days on end—for jury service. 

** I believe that if every member of this Council would 
personally write to the Member of Parliament for his town 
or district, setting forth the inconsistency of the present 
regulations, something might be heard of this matter in 
the House. In any case, | would like this Council to 
instruct the Parliamentary Committee to give the question 
its serious consideration.” 

Mr. McIntosu said that, so far as he could remember, 
some years ago an attempt was made by the Association 
to secure exemption from jury service for veterinary sur- 
geons, without success; also that an effort was made by 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, with the same 
result. As to whether it was worth while taking the 
matter up again he did not know, but at any rate he 
thought the Council ought to know of those previous 
unsuccessful results. 
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Mr. COLEMAN observed that that objection had been 
anticipated by Major Kirk, who had asked him to say, 
in reply to it, that he was not sure that the ‘* National ”’ 
had ever taken any steps in that direction, but the Royal 
Coliege had done so. It was, however, an absolutely 
unreasonable thing that the men he had mentioned 
should have an exemption denied to members of the veter- 
inary profession, and Major Kirk’s view was that it behoved 
them to keep on trying until they had got it, refusing to 
take “No” for an answer. He (Mr. Coleman) quite 
agreed with him. Major Kirk suggested that the matter 
should be referred to the Parliamentary Committee for con- 
sideration and report to Council. 


The Sorictror stated that the doorkeepers to whom refer- 
ence had been made were simply ushers, of the High Court. 
The idea was that anyone connected with the law should 
be exempt, and quite right, too. (Laughter.) They would 
have to apply to the Lord Chamberlain’s Department. , 


Mr. COLEMAN remarked that, as a matter of fact, in 
his district they had an undertaking, and the Superintend- 
ent of Police told them that they would not be called. 


The Soricrror observed that that was what usually 
happened. 

Colonel! Younc supposed that it was within the know- 
ledge of them all that those holding Territorial rank were 
exempt from jury service. 

On the proposition of Mr. CoLeMan, seconded by Major 
Over, the matter was referred to the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee for consideration and report. 


Any OTHER BUSINESS. 

Under this heading, Mr. Coteman said that Mr. Cundell, 
Mr. Yarrow and himself were on the same telephone cir- 
cuit, and on the previous Saturday a little accident hap- 
pened that cut them all olf. They applied at 8.30 for the 
defect to be rectified, when they were told that veterinary 
surgeons were in the same position as the general public, 
in that small matters could not be attended to on a Satur- 
day or a Sunday, and that only doctors and police could 
have their lines put right on those days. This particular 
defect could be, and subsequently was, put right in two 
minutes. He thought they should approach the Postmaster- 
General with the object of securing that the same courtesy 
was extended to veterinary surgeons as was extended to 
doctors and police. He begged to move accordingly. 


Colonel Younc seconded. 

Major Over supported Mr. Coleman and substantiated 
his complaint so far as his own district was concerned. | 

lt was agreed to approach the Postmaster-General in the 


matter, informing him that the Association’s members had. 


complained that they had been unable to get slight tele- 
phone repairs done over the week-end, and that, on refer- 
ence to the regulations, the Association found that veterin- 
ary surgeons were not in the same privileged position as 
medical men and police. This was a great inconvenience 
and the Association felt sure that if the Postmaster- 
General’s attention were drawn to the complaint he would 
remedy it, as it was of great importance to the health of 
animals that they should be immediately attended. 

The meeting concluded with the passing of a hearty vote 
of thanks to the President for his conduct in the Chair. 


N.V.M.A. Divisional 
Report. 


Lancashire Division.* 


Sir John M’Fadyean at Manchester, 


General Meeting of the Lancashire Division, 
N.V.M.A., was held at the Grand Hotel, Aytoun Street, 
Manchester, on Wednesday, May 2]st, 1930. 

The Chair was taken by the President (E. H. Curbishley, 
Esq., M.R.C.V.S., and other members present were : Messrs. 
K. D. Downham, W. Woods, J. O. Powley, C. A. 
McGaughey, W. Tweed, J. Birtwistle, J. Urmson, G. H. 
Locke, R. C. Locke, A. C. Shuttleworth, G. O. Davies, 
R. H. Oddy, J. McGhee, H. D. Heggarty, Warwick 
Fowle, T. G. Millington, J. Holroyd, A. W. Noel Pillers, 
H. T. Matthews, J. H. White, R. Hughes, G. Mayall, 
J. Spruell, P. T. Lindsay, Majors J. Abson, J. Adamson, 
A. B. Mattinson, Prof. Gaiger, and Col. Brittlebank. Visi- 
tors :—Messrs. A. L. Mullen, R. Simpson, G. K. Buckley, 
J. Dyson, E. F. Peck, H. V. Hughes, G. H. Livesey, C. 
Comptom, J. N. Bowen, W. L. Dwerryhouse, Major R. V. 
Isherwood, Prof. Buxton, and Sir John M’Fadyean. 

Apologies for unavoidable absence were received from 
Messrs. S .Wharam, Brennan De Vine, H. Tudor Hughes, 
J. R. Rider, J. Cochrane-Dyet, S. J. Motton, J. H. Wynne, 
W. C. Miller, E. F. Wood, Professors Hobday and Share- 
Jones, Dr. Tom Hare, Dr. Charnock Bradley, Major- 
General Sir John Moore, and Col. Walker. 

The minutes of the last General Meeting were taken as 
read. 

Correspondence.—TVhe Seeretary read a letter from Mr. 
J. Cochrane-Dyet, M.r.c.v.s., of Hooton, in which a ques- 
tion was raised with regard to an appointment which had 
been ‘* banned ’’ by the National Veterinary Medical Asso- 
ciation. 

It was proposed by Prof. GaicEer, and seconded by Mr. 
Pow ey, that Mr. Cochrane-Dyet be advised to communi- 
cate with the ‘* National ’’ on the subject. The proposition 
Was carried unanimously. 

Obituary.—The PResivEN?’ said it was his painful duty 
to refer to the deaths of Mr. J. H. Carter, Mr. J. E. 
Holroyd, and Mr. W. J. Wagstaffe. 

Mr. Carter was an old member of the 
and well known to all the members. He was the Division's 
representative on the Councils of the N.V.M.A. and the 
R.C.V.S., and his untimely death was a sad blow to the 
prefession. He proposed that a letter of condolence be sent 
to Mrs. Carter. 

Mr. J. E. Holroyd was another old member of the ‘* Lan- 
cashire ’’? but who had been unable to attend meetings of 
late owing to illness. He proposed that a letter of condol- 


Lancashire 


ence be sent to those who mourned his loss. 

Mr. Wagstaffe was a_ practitioner in Macclesfield. 
Although he was not a member of that Division he was a 
respected member of the profession, and he, the President, 


® Received on June 28th, 1930. 


, 
. 
| 
= 


Nes 


642 No. 29 VoL. x. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


thought they should pay tribute to his memory. 
The propositions were carried in silence. 


PRESIDENT’S REMARKS. 


At this stage the President addressed the meeting as fol- 
lows :—I think it will be agreed that the records of this 
meeting will go down in the annals of our Society as 
marking one of the most important fixtures that we have 
held for a very many years. 

Sir John M’Fadyean is a logician of the highest order and 
we may be sure that every word he says will have been 
weighed and considered. He has devoted a great deal of 
thought and care to the preparation of his paper and made 
a long journey to present it, and coming at it does at the end 
of his long and illustrious official connection with the teaching 
profession, it may in a sense be taken as a valedictory ora- 
tion, and if those who hold the very highest posi- 
tions in our ranks are ready, as Sir John and Professor 
Buxton show themselves to be, to make contributions for 
the advancement, stabilisation and up-lift of our profession, 
are we, in our humble 


may we not ask the question 
spheres, individually, doing, or are we prepared to do, the 
same thing, each according to his gifts and opportunities, 
and if not, then why not? 

We cannot all write books, or be professors, nor can 
we become Members of Council, or attend the meetings of 
the ‘* National ’’ and do the great deeds that those men do, 
but we can at least attend the meetings of our own Socie- 
ties, read papers, or join in the discussions of such, and 
also write occasional articles for our own professional 


laity 


papers. We can also do something to impress the 
by our devotion to our various duties, by our sympathy 
and understanding of the mute appeals of suffering animals, 
by skill in dealing with them, and by our attitude towards 
everything iat tends to elevate our profession. Such 
things we can, and ought to do, individually. 

What can we do collectively ? 

Personally, I think that we probably do not realise as 
fully as we might the value of the proverb that says : “Sweet 
are the uses of Advertisement,’’ but if all the Veterinary 
Societies in the country were determined about it, it ought 
to be possible to get the “* National ’’ to undertake a really 
carnest and intensive publicity crusade, through the medium 
of the public press and by using every legitimate means 
of convincing the general public and their Government, that 
we are the people, and the only people, to whom should 
be entrusted every undertaking which has to do with the 
care and well-being of all species of live stock, and every 
matter of public health which is in any way connected with 
them, and that by our attainments and training we are 
so well fitted to undertake these affairs that the profession 
must be regarded as a valuable and indispensable pillar of 
the State. The ‘* National ’’ might be asked, too, to give 
further very serious consideration to a suggestion put 
forward recently that the time has arrived when we should 
have a whole-time, non-professional journalist as Editor 
of the Veterinary Record. 

1 understand that it is not unlikely that we may hear, 
at the next Election, of a Veterinary Surgeon gaining a 
seat in Parliament, and I am sure we all hope it may be 
so and that when the good gentleman does arrive at West- 
minster he will represent, not only his constituency, but 
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his profession ; then we may be sure that all our wonders, 
wants, and woes, no less than our achievements and our 
triumphs, will be kept insistently before the eyes of our 
legislators, and through them, before those of their 
electors. 

We are about to hear a good deal on the subject of 
Veterinary Education, and the possible and necessary 
re-modelling and extension of the student’s curriculum, and 
since so many students are likely anxiously to study the 
opinions that fall from Sir John M’Fadyean and other 
speakers, | should like to add a word that might perhaps 
convey to some of them hope and encouragement for the 
future and say that whilst we demand from them a high 
standard of conduct and efficiency, and expect them worthily 
to adopt and cafry on the best traditions of our profession, 
so we, having received the same, in our turn, from a long 
line of eminent predecessors, are possessed of a constant 
desire to preserve and add to its laurels, iis usefulness and 
its aspirations, in order that we may frovide our own 
successors with a professional patrimony which will ensure 
to them the chance to live and labour in comfort, if not 
in affluence, so that, when th: time comes for them to 
“take banner and spear from our failing hands *’ and bear 
them in the fore-front of battle, they may feel and know 
that theirs is ‘‘ a goodly heritage.’ 

Mr. Pow vey proposed, Mr. Twerp seconded, and it was 
unanimously resolved, that the Hon. Secretary submit a 
report of the meeting to the daily press, immediately after 
the meeting. 

The PRresipENr, referring to the subject of the Liverpool 
Veterinary Students’ Union, which was referred to the 
Council at the previous meeting, said the students had 
reccived a guarantee from the Liverpool University that those 
desiring to be placed with general practitioners would be 
accommodated, and in view of that undertaking, the 
Council had decided not to proceed further in the matter. 


Mr. Hotroyp proposed, Mr. WuILson seconded, and it 
Was unanimously resolved that the action of the Council 
be approved and adopted. 

The President then said he thought it advisable that the 
Council be empowered to take any action in the matter 
which was deemed necessary. The next meeting of the 
Society would not be held until July, and if difficulty arose 
in the meantime, they would take immediate action. 

Major IsHerwoop, the Secretary of the Board of Studies 
of the Liverpool University, said he could assure the 
Society that the University were taking the necessary 
action in the matter. At the previous meeting of the Board 
he was instructed to prepare a rota of general practitioners 
who were willing to take students, and he proposed writing 
to the ** Lancashire ’’ and other Divisions of the N.V.M..A. 
asking for the names and addresses of such practitioners. 

Mr. Hotroyp thought it was necessary for the Council 
of the Society to have a meeting to arrange terms, and he 
proposed that this be done. Mr. MAYALL seconded, and the 
proposition was carried unanimously. 

The Presipent said he had recently received two press 
cuttings with regard to freemartins in bovines, A corres- 
pondent had written to the Editor of a daily paper on this 
subject, and although no veterinary surgeon had replied, 
two medical practitioners had done so. The point arising 
was that the subject was entirely one that should be dealt 
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with by a veterinary surgeon, and it was advisable that 
the N.V.M.A. should deal with matters of this description. 
He would suggest that the N.V.M.A. have a press-cutting 
department, and perhaps, a special Committee for the pur- 
pose. 

Mr. Tweep said he understood the ‘* National *’ were 
members of a press-cutting bureau. 

Mr. Mayatv proposed that the matter be referred to the 
N.V.M.A. Mr. HuGHes seconded and the motion was 
carried unanimously. 

The next business under discussion was suspended by the 
arrival of Sir John M’Fadyean, who was given a_ hearty 
reception. He was invited by the President to give his 
paper forthwith and at the end of the discussion on the 
paper, the meeting resumed dealing with the business. 

[Sir John M’Fadyean’s paper is reproduced, together with 
the discussion upon it, at the commencement of this issue 
of the Record.—Eb. | 

Vote of Thanks.—Prof. GatGer said he had been asked 
to move a vote of thanks to Sir John M’Fadyean for 
honouring the Lancashire Division by his presence that 
afternoon. He did so with little diffidence, for an older 
member of the profession might have made the proposition. 
He felt a little humilated, for Sir John was qualified 
nearly a decade before he, Prof. Gaiger, was born. Sir 
John was the father of the veterinary profession, and a 
man of international reputation. It had been said that 
the best teacher was one who was an inspiration to his 
students, and he thought that all egreed that Sir John 
had always been an inspiration to his students. 


Col. BritTLEBANK seconded the proposition, saying that 
it gave him great pleasure to do so, and especially to have 
the opportunity of seeing Prof. Gaiger in a new mood— 
one of humility. (Laughter.) ‘The fact that Sir John had 
come to Manchester was a “ red leter *’ day in the history 
of the Division, the influence of which was no less than 
it had ever been, and if the Division could help Sir John 
in trying to secure what most of them believed to be 
in the best interests of the profession, then his journey 
that afternoon wouid not be wasted. The future practi- 
tioner should b+ a practical practitioner. He need not be 
a pathologist, physiologist, bacteriologist, or any other 
‘* ist ’? so long as he could carry the flag of the profession. 
During the last 30 years, probably the greatest in the 
history of the profession, their progress had been in- 
estimable, and that progress had been largely due to one 
man—Sir John M’Fadyean. 

The motion was heartily carried. ; 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean, in reply, expressed his thanks and 
said he was more than satisfied with the meeting. The 
different points of view and opinions given would help the 
Council considerably, and he was glad of the opportunity 
of presenting his paper at that Division, of which there was 
none more important or more influential. There was a 
danger of his being ‘* hauled before the Council ’’ and 
being told he had no business to go outside to seek advice 
(laughter), but he did not think it was likely to happen, 
and, he believed that other members of the Council would 
take the same view as himself—that this was a_ special 
case. Putting aside the fact that he was a member, Sir 
John said he had the greatest admiration for the Council 
of the R.C.V.S. as men—-men who were devoted to the 


sole cause of their profession and men on whom the mem- 
bers could rely to conduct the affairs of the profession 
on straight lines. Sir John concluded his remarks 
by saying that, as hinted in the discussion, he hoped other 
lyivisions of the ‘‘ National ’’ would take up the subject 
and let the Council hear their views. 

Major ABson proposed a vote of thanks to Professor 
Buxton, to whom he referred as being a young member 
of the profession. He had not been a member of the Coun- 
cil very long, but he had made his presence felt, and was 
one of the most able and useful members they had had for 
many years. He was, at the present time, Chairman of 
the Examination Committee, an important Committee and 
one which had done an immense amount of work. He 
thought he was correct in saying that there were more 
hours covered on the questions of examinations than on 
any other subject. Prof. Buxton was the pioneer of the 
five years’ course and for that reason alone they welcomed 
him that afternoon. He had opened the discussion in a 
business-like manner and the Division would be glad to 
see him on many more occasions. 

Mr. Woops seconded the proposition, which was carried 
with acclamation. 

Prof. Buxton said he much appreciated the vote of 
thanks. Apart from the honour of being allowed to open 
the discussion on such an excellent paper, he had come 
to the meeting to learn and had done so. 

The SeEcRETARY read a press cutting on a meeting of the 
Public Health Committee of the Cheshire County Council, 
which contained statements of various speakers with refer- 
ence to veterinary inspection ol cattle. Most of the state- 
ments were inaccurate and grossly misleading to the general 
public, and a discussion ensued as to the best method of 
dealing with the matter. It was finally proposed by Mr. 
MATTHEWS, and unanimously resolved, that the matter be 
referred to the Council for consideration. 

The next business was in connection with the Parrots 
(Prohibition — of Regulations, 1930, = which 
empowered a Medical Officer to examine parrots and to 
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order their destruction. It was pointed out that the only 
way in which a veterinary surgeon was concerned was that 
a medical officer could permit him to take a parrot for 
investigation purposes. A short discussion ensued and it 
was proposed by Mr. Noget PILvers, and seconded by Prof. 
GAIGER, that the matter be referred to the Council. Mr. 
Marritews proposed the following addition to Mr. Noel 
Pillers’ motion—‘‘ That the Council be empowered to deal 
with the matter as they choose.’’ 

Mr. agreed to the additton to his motion, 
and it was put to the meeting and carried unanimously. 


Date of Next Meeting.—The PResipent announced that 
the next General Meeting of the Society would be held at 
Chester in July, and Friday, July 18th, 1930, was decided 
upon as the date. 

Representative on Council of N.V.M.A.—It was proposed 
by Mr. Spruett, seconded by Mr. Nort PILters, and 
unanimously resolved, that Mr. J. Holroyd be appointed to 
represent the Division on the Council on the N.V.M.A. in 
place of the late Mr. Carter. 

There being no further business, the President declared 
the meeting closed. 

Joun Hon, Secretary. 
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The Search For Strange Dogs. 
Many BrEEDs. 


In a recent issue of The Times, that paper’s Kennel 
Correspondent writes :— 

** One has only to read down a list of the 70 odd breeds 
classified at the Kennel Club to realise how diligently 
exhibitors have drawn upon foreign countries. All the 
breeds, strange at one time and now familiar to everyone, 
have passed into currency through the medium of the 
show bench. We «are not concerned so much with talking 
about those that have become more or less naturalised, as 
with discussing later aspirants that have gained a footing 
since hostilities ceased. The most remarkable, of course, 
are Alsatians, which in a few years have conquered the 
world. First shown in England about 1910 by Mrs. 
MeMillan, who lived near Budleigh Salterton, they attracted 
attention by their erect cars and alert expression, though 
in appearance, as in actual fact, they were nothing but 
improved sheepdogs. Since then they have lengthened in 
reach, and acquired the easy gait which is so characteristic. 

“One wonders sometimes how Alsatians would have 
progressed here but for the marner in which they were 
pushed by returned Service men after the war.  Lieut.- 
Colonel J. T. Moorc-Brabazon, one of the leading spirits, 
is believed to have been responsible to a large extent for 
the choice of a name that placated prejudice and aroused 
attention. We know now, however, that the dogs neither 
belong to Alsace nor have any wolf blood in their veins. 
They were simply made by the alliance of two or three 
strains of German sheepdogs, predominance being given 
to those with prick ears as being the greatest novelty. That 
the early enthusiasm has waned does not mean that the 
breed is going to fall back into insignificance. A dog with 
such commanding individuality cannot fail to have many 
admirers in spite of the unfair aspersions that have been 
cast upon its disposition. Perhaps we cannot again expect 
to see the overwhelming entries at shows, simply because 
owners, having become more discriminating, are no longer 
content, as they used to be, to exhibit dogs that have not 
the remotest chance of winning. 

** Salukis, another prominent post-war breed, have reached 
a pause, but it would not be surprising to see them going 
ahead again. Charming in manners and pleasing in appear- 
ance, they may easily win the regard of the dog-loving 
public. In a sense they were not new, as Miss Florence 
Amherst imported some 25 years ago, but it was a long 
time before her efforts reached fruition. . Brigadier-General 
F. F. Lance brought some back with him from Syria, 
including the redoubtable Ch. Sarona Kelb, and strong 
kennels are now owned by Mrs. L. W. Crouch, Miss A. 
Doxford, Miss S. Kerrison, and others. Londoners will 
have the opportunity of inspecting many beautiful dogs at 
Tattersalls, at the members’ show of the Saluki, or Gazelle 
Hound Club. 

‘That closely related breed, the Afghan Hound, is 
showing great strength. Odd specimens have been met with 
in England for half a century, and Mr. Barff’s Zardin 
made a sensation on being exhibited at Crufts’, but it 
was not until recently that serious efforts were made to 
give these eccentric dogs a footing. They are increasing in 
numbers. It has not been easy to get Afghans whose 
lineage is beyond suspicion, and breeders may feel satisfied 
with the results of their efforts. Mrs. Amp’s Ch. Sirdar of 
Ghazni, carefully chosen in Afghanistan, is a replica in 
little of Zardin, and is siring good stock. Captain T. S. 
Waterlow Fox has another fine dog in Ch. Taj Mahip of 
Kaf, and his puppy, Shah of Wyke, that won one of the 
challenge certificates at Richmond, should be an acquisition. 

‘* Elkhounds, thanks to the energy of Lady Irwin and 
Lieut.-Colonel J. G. Scovell in! founding the British Elk- 
hound Society, are firmly established. Mr. W. F. Holmes, 
who has done so much to strengthen the prospects of 
the breed by judicious importations, recently claimed Stryx 
av Glitre at the Trondhjem show, and brought him back 


with him. He thinks he is the best dog we have ever had. 
Stryx is a younger brother of the unbeaten Ch. Kugg av 
Glitre, and if he is his superior he must be a good one. 
These dogs are gaining many admirers, being of a size 
that is suitable for most houses. Their colouring is very 
pleasing, and they have kindly dispositions. They are so 
hardy that cold and wet do not seem to trouble them, 
and they can live in outdoor kennels throughout the winter.”’ 


Children’s Deaths at Liibeck. 


ReEvort OF COMMISSION. 


The commission appointed by the Liibeck House of 
Burgesses to inquire into the deaths of children treated 
by the Calmette immunisation process against tuberculosis 
has submitted majority and minority reports. Fifty-five 
children have now died. 

The majority report alleges that the doctor responsible 
for preparing the vaccine did not take due precautions and 
even kept the Calmette cultures in the same incubator with 
** virulent human tuberculous cultures,’’ and that he failed 
** before administering the cultures to human beings to 
satisfy himself, by experiments on animals, that they were 
innocuous.’” The report considers that *‘ the omission of 
the laboratory precautions mentioned was the decisive 
cause of the disaster.’’ 

The other doctors are censured for failure to exercise 
proper supervision or to report the outbreak when its 
significance was realised. The minority report is less 
severe.—The Times. 


Newloundland Dog’s Gallantry. 


When the French steam trawler Gris Nez arrived at 
Fleetwood on Tuesday, the story was told of the gallant 
efforts of a Newfoundland dog to rescue a drowning fisher- 
man from the sea. 

The vessel left Boulogne last Friday week for the West 
Scottish fishing grounds, and on Sunday afternoon the 
trawler was near the Klondyke herring areas. One of the 
crew happened toe walk round the stern of the trawler when 
he saw the dog in the sea about 200 yards away. The 
alarm of ‘* Dog overboard ’? was raised. The engines 
were stopped and the vessel reversed to the spot. Closer 
inspection showed that the dog was valiantly struggling 
in the water in an enceavour to keep a man afloat. With 
the aid of binoculars it was seen that the man was Jean 
Marie Martin, 39, of Boulogne, who was a fireman of the 
trawler. It is presumed that Martin must have fallen 
overboard unobserved by any of the crew, but that he 
was seen by the dog, with whom he was a great favourite. 
All details point to the fact that the dog jumped over the 
side of the trawler to save him. Unfortunately, the dog 
was compelled by exhaustion to release hold of the drown- 
ing man before the vessel could reach the spot, and the 
animal was in a half-drowned condition when he was 
rescued by ropes and hauicd on board. For some time the 
vessel cruised in the vicinity, but no trace of Martin was 
found. 

The dog is named Ture and is owned by Captain 
Wattez. Ture is five years old. 


Effect of Excessive Doses of Irradiated Ergosterol on 
Growing Rats and Dogs. 


Young rats and puppies were fed with irradiated ergos- 
terol in amounts up to 1,000 times the minimum effective 
dose of vitamin D. Growth curves in these young animals 
were normal; no evidence of calcium or phosphorus reten- 
tion was found. X-ray examination showed no hyper- 
mineralisation of the bones, and examination of the tissues 
gave no evidence of calcification.—G. F. Crrtland, J. H. 
Speer, and F. W. Heyl (J. Pharmacol, 1929, 36, 619; 
through Chem. Absir., 1930, 24, 404).—Ex. Pharm. Jour. 
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In Parliament. 


In the House of Commons recently, the following ques- 
tions and answers were recorded :— 


Royal VETERINARY COLLEGE, [ONDON, 


Mr. R. Russevt. asked the Minister of Agriculture if 
some thousands of pathological specimens which are of 
great value on account of their rarity, have been destroyed 
at the Royal Veterinary College, London, and whether he 
proposes to make any inquiry into the loss to veterinary 
education and research ? 

Dr. Appison: | am not aware that the position is as 
stated in the first part of the question. According to my 
information, certain specimens at the college were destroyed 
as they were no longer in good condition. 1 understand 
that the Governors of the College have already considered 
this question, and | can scarcely intervene in the matter. 


Horses (GRaAss_ SICKNEsS). 


Sir Harry Hore asked the Secretary of State for Scotland 
whether he is aware that a disease styled grass sickness is 
causing serious loss to farmers in the north-eastern counties 
of Scot!and by death to horses; and whether he will bring 
skilled scientific and veterinary examination to bear on 
the problem in order to elucidate the cause and the cure 
for the illness? 

Mr. W. Apamson : I am aware that serious loss is caused 
by this disease, which has been the subject of investigation 
by the Animal Diseases Research Association for a number 
of years. In their investigations the Association have en- 
listed the services of specialists in a number of subjects 
which appeared to have a possible relation to this obscure 
disease, but up to the present time it has not been 
found possible to ascertain the cause or to prescribe curative 
treatment. The investigation is being continued. 

Sir H. Hope: Will the right hon. Gentleman make a 
greater attempt to get something done, as this disease is 
inflicting grievous harm and loss on the farmers in this 
part of Scotland? 

Mr. ApamMson: This is a matter which will receive the 
continued attention of the Department. I can assure my 
hon. Friend that we realise its importance. 


CHEMICAL WARFARE (EXPERIMENTS ON ANIMALS). 


Mr. T. Lewis asked the Secretary of State for War the 
nature of the experiments that are being carried out 
with animals at the Hampshire gas research works near 
Porton ; and whether such experiments include the use of 
bacilli ? 

Mr. SHaw: As regards the first part of the question, | 
would refer my hon, Friend to the reply which I gave on 
March 27th to the hon. Member for South-West Bethnal 
Green (Mr. Harris), of which | am sending him a copy. 
The answer to the second part of the question is in the 
negative. 

LonpDoN TRAFFIC (HORSE-DRAWN VEHICLES). 


Sir F. Netson asked the Minister of Transport if he has 
investigated the congestion of traffic in the Strand district 
resulting from horse-drawn traffic ; and if he will state his 
reasons for declining to take measures to prohibit horse- 
drawn vehicles in this and other areas during the rush 


hours ? 
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Mr. HerBert Morrison: The congestion of traffic occa- 
sioned in the Strand and other congested streets by all 
classes of vehicles, including horse-drawn vehicles, is con- 
tinually under review by the London Traffic Advisory 
Committee. After considering the position in Central Lon- 
don, and having ascertained how this problem is being dealt 
with in certain Continental cities, the committee recently 
advised me that it would, in their opinion, be undesirable 
at the present time to restrict the use of horse-drawn 
vehicles as distinct from other slow-moving traffic. The * 
committee also expressed the view that further consideration 
of this problem should be deferred pending the trial of the 
automatic traffic control light signals, for the installation 
of which | hope to arrange in Oxford Street in the near 
future. It is proposed to ascertain from an analysis of 
trafic to what extent slow-moving vehicles or any class 
of vehicles interfere with the working of that system. 


The Virus of Psittacosis. 


In the course of experimental studies on psittacosis at 
the U.S. Hygienic Laboratory, R. D. Lillie encountered 
certain focal lesions and minute intracellular coccoid and 
bacilliform inclusions in tissues from parrots in which the 
virus was presumably present and in material from a fatal 
human case. No reference to any such inclusions has been 
found in the accounts of any of the autopsies of human 
cases. However, most of the older ‘cases were studied 
by methods unsuitable for the demonstration of such 
inclusions, 

To facilitate future reference to these inclusions Lillie 
has thought best to name them and proposes the name 
Rickettsia psittaci, and defines the species as ‘‘ minute 
Gram-negative intracellular coccoid and bipolar bacilliform 
bodies of about 0-2 to 0-3 microns in diameter, found in 
reticulo-endothelial cells, mesothelial cells, and large mono- 
nuclear cells of the parrot (probably Amazon sp.) and in 
large mononuclear cells in man, associated with, but without 
established relationship to, psittacosis.’’ 

Lillie adds that ** while no etiologic relationship to psitta- 
cosis is claimed for these inclusion bodies at this time, their 
presence in presumably infected parrots and in the human 
case is suggestive and merits further study.’’—Journal 
A.V.M.A, 


H.M. Stationery Office Publications. 


The undermentioned hav@ been published recently. Copies 
can be purchased though any bookseller, or directly from 
Hi.M. Stationery Office, at the following addresses :— 
London: Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C.2, and 28, 
Abingdon Street, S.W.1; Cardiff: 1, St. Andrew’s Crescent ; 
Manchester : York Street ; Edinburgh: 120, George Street. 

Price Post 

Net. Free. 

Sratutory RULES AND ORDERS, 1930 :— 


520. Dangerous Drugs. Order — in 
Council, dated June 13th, 1930, Apply- 
ing Part III of the Dangerous Drugs 
Act, 1930, to Di-Hydro-Morphinone ... 0 1 O 
TRANSPORT, MINISTRY OF :— 
Transport, Royal Commission on :— 
Minutes of Evidence :— 
Part XIX, June 25th, 1930. 
ScoTTisH OFFICE :— 
Furunculosis Committee. Interim Report. 
March, 1930. (49-0214-01-00) ... 
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From Che Veterinarian, 


Jung, 1830. 


— 
Ne quid false dicere audeat, ne quid veri non audeat.— 


CICERO. 


The following letter is so flattering to us, and, in the 
mzin, so much in accordance with our sentiments, and so 
eloquently advocating the principles which have guided us 
in the conducting of our (as our friend Castley terms it, 
and the sin will lie at the door of such men as “the 
Looker on,’’ and “‘ the Stander by *’) increasing Journal, 
that we eagerly select it as our leading article for this 
month. We can form a pretty shrewd guess at the writer; 
hut, let that be. We thank him for his advice, and we will 
endeavour to profit by it; and he will perceive that we have 
of late been endeavouring to promote the object which be 
and we have at heart, in the very way that he points out. 
Few have accused us of impetuous zeal ; and he may depend 
upon it that we will not rashly compromise the interests 
of our profession, neglected and injured by its natural 
guardians, and undervalued by the public. The compli- 
ments which he pays us we will endeavour to deserve. 


To THe .Eprrors or THe VETERINARIAN.”’ 


Gentlemen,—I have watched with considerable interest 
the progress of your Journal. The vindication of the 
profession of which you and I are members is an object 
which you appear to have consistently and undeviatingly 
pursued—never with malignant or vindictive feelings, and 
even, I am told, at the sacrifice of personal interest. You 
appear, however, to me, like many other zealous men, to 
have over-rated your chance of success. You have princi- 
pally regarded what the profession ought to be, instead 
of considering what negligence and self-interest have made 
it, and will long continue to make it. You have dreamed 
of effecting suddenly that which a long course of time can 
alone accomplish. 

There was a period when human and veterinary medicine 
were equally respectable, and, in fact, were often con- 
ducted by the same person. They were both degraded and 
lost in the barbarism of the middle ages. The practice of 
human medicine has, however, emerged from its degrada- 
tion, and vindicated its claim to public regard; and the 
surgeon and yhysician of honour and skill need not 
succumb to the highest rank of society. 

With the veterinary practitioner, however, it has unfor- 
tunately been different. You have justly stated in one of 
vour numbers that the practice on the diseases of horses 
had fallen into the hands of those who were distinguished 
only by their ignorance and barbarity. Why—so had the 
practice on the human being, to a certain extent; for the 
surgeons were barbers, and the barbers were surgeons; 
but when knowledge began to revive, they who had in- 
fluence on public affairs were, in their own persons and in 
the sufferings of those who were dear to them, painfully 
admonished of the value of the medical profession, and it 
was soon rescued from its undeserved degradation. The 
brute, however, was left to take care of itself, or, rather, 
was consigned to the tender mercies of the lowest of the 
low. 

At length (for I will confine myself to my own country), 
self-interest, the most powerful principle of human action, 
was aroused. It began to be felt and acknowledged that 
horses and cattle were ‘“‘ a valuable part of agricultural 
property,’’ and which had been sadly injured by the almost 
inconceivable ignorance and brutality of those to whom the 
medical care of it was compelled to be committed; and the 
Odiham society took the lead in endeavouring to obtain 
more competent practitioners. 

But what did government do? Instead of making it a 
measure of its own-—-a naitional concern—it suffered a 
joint-stock company to be formed; and it confined itself 


to the occasional grant of pecuniary aid. True, that joint- 
stock company consisted of many well-informed and 
patriotic men, and the regulations by which they professed 
to be guided were highly proper, and were evidently cal- 
culated to produce a class of practitioners qualified to 
benefit this valuable portion of the public property; but, 
still it was a joint-stock company; and these associations 
are liable to be abused; and this was abused—grossly 
abused. The patronage and the management soon fell 
into few hands—the public weal was forgotten and scorned, 
and the only object pursued ‘n real earnest was to put as 
much money as possible into the pockets of certain 
individuals. 

Here was the grand error; and until this be remedied 
I fear that you, gentlemen, will not accomplish your 
laudable purpose. ‘The veterinary college must be made a 
public, a government concern; and they who have hitherto 
contrived to pocket all the loaves and fishes, instead of 
being all in all, must have no voice in its management. 


The veterinary college did as all joint-stock companies 
do; it became the property of one or two individuals, and 
they were anxious to make as much as they could of it; 
and so, perhaps, should you and I. Now what did they 
do? Te what extent was the corruption carried? It had 
been very properly determined by the excellent founders of 
the St. Pancras College that the education of the veterinary 
surgeon should occupy three years. The education of the 
human surgeon occupies much more; and it was rightly 
thought that the veterinary surgeon, the practitioner on 
all domestic animals, whose patients were so numerous and 
so varied in organisation, and all of them dumb, and the 
symptoms of many of their diseases so obscure, could not 
possibly be qualified for the proper discharge of his duty 
in less than that time. Now, gentlemen, would it be 
believed that by some witchery (for it could have been 
nothing else) this period of veterinary education was 
gradually diminished to six, five, four, and even three 
months; and, strange to say, as it concerned those who 
previously knew nothing at all about the subject. John 
Bull is a gullible animal; but no one could have thought 
that he would have been gulled to this extent. The fact 
was that a very limited number could afford the expense of 
a three-years’ education; while ten times that number 
could continue to stay four or five months; yet, many of 
them, not without practising some handicraft trade at the 
time. The theatre was thus filled, the college appeared to 
prosper, the governors were satisfied, the professor was 
better paid, and every little farrier’s son “* and every tinker 
and every tailor ’’ became a veterinary surgeon, and the 
profession was disgraced and ruined beyond redemption. 


When such a crowd of unqualified persons filled the 
list of veterinary practitioners, medical men, and sports- 
men generally, regarded the profession with contempt ; 
and even many of our own brethen, who should have known 
better, and ought to have done better, became careless and 
indifferent to their own respectability and that of their 
compeers, and contributed to increase the degradation. 
You have spoken of the ‘“‘ mutton pie maker and veterin- 
ary surgeons ’’; I have seen the regularly-dubbed Vet. with 
his soiled apron and blackened hands, hammering away— 
on what ?—no ; not on the shoes which were to be fitted to 
the feet of his patients, but in bitting the poker and mend- 
ing the grid-iron of his neighbour: and, not a great while 
ago, I read, on one of our principal roads, ‘* 4.B. veterin- 
ary surgeon, 14 years assistant at the Veterinary College, 
shoeing smith, and smith’s work in all its branches.”’ Now, 
gentlemen, if we are sunk thus low by our scandalous 
education, and are thus wilfully contributing to our own 
debasement; if the assistants to the Veterinary College 
are blacksmiths; let me ask you, will these medical 
examiners, of whose exclusion of us you speak so much, 
and, to a great degree, so well, will they, can they, admit 
us among them? There are ranks of society the boundaries 
of which are clearly defined, and the line, of demarcation 
rigidly guarded. The blacksmith can never be the gentle- 
man, and can never associate with gentlemen. 


(To be continued.) 
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Notes and News. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of ,rofessional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events. 


July 2ist.—Meeting of the Editorial Committee, 
N.V.M.A., 4.30 p.m.; 2 Verulam 
Buildings, Gray’s inn. 


July 25th.—Meeting of the Eastern Counties 
Division, N.V.M.A., at Cambridge. 


July 25th.—Meeting of the Yorkshire Division, 
N.V.M.A., at York. Meeting of the 
Royal Counties Division, N.V.M.A., 
at Cirencester. 


Aug. 2nd.—Meeting of Council, N.V.M.A., Cen- 
tral Hall, Westminster, 10.30 a.m. 
Professor James Macqueen Lunch- 
eon and Presentation, St. Ermin’s 
Hotel, Westminster, l p.m. 
N.V.M.A. Conference on Grading of 
Milk, Central Hall, Westminster, 
2.30 p.m. N.V.M.A. President’s 
Reception and Dance, Holborn Res- 
taurant, 7.30 for 8 p.m. 


AUGUST 4th to 9th.—IIth INTERNATIONAL 
VETERINARY CONGRESS, CENTRAL 
HALL, WESTMINSTER. 


Applications for membership should be sent in 
as soon as possible to the General Secretary at 
10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1. The mem- 
bership subscription is 30s., and for ladies, 5s. 
The Official Programme, together with about half 
the reports which have been presented, have now 
reports 
Altogether, 


been issued. The remainder of the 
will be handed to members on arrival. 
80 papers have been prepared, and the work of 
printing and issuing these is, of course, very 
heavy. It is for that reason that we urge upon all 
members to send in their subscriptions as soon 
as possible, in order to avoid overwhelming the 


Secretary’s office at the last minute. 


Death of Mr. R. Kernohan, M.R.C.V.S. 


Firty YEARS IN BALLYMENA, 


‘We deeply regret to announce the death which took 
place this morning at his residence, Broughshane Street, 
Ballymena, of Mr. Robert Kernohan, M.R.c.v.S., one of 
the best-known figures in horse and cattle breeding circles in 
Co. Antrim,’’ says the Belfast Telegraph, of July 8th, 
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““ Mr. Kernohan had been going about pretty much as 
usual, and was an interested visitor at the recent Bally- 
mena Show. On the following Friday he was suddenly 
taken ill and, as stated, passed away this morning. 

‘* The eldest son of the late Mr. John Kernohan and Mrs. 
Kernohan, Waterbank, Cullybackey, Mr. Robert Kernohan, 
for 50 years carried on practice in Ballymena as a veterin- 
ary surgeon and in conjunction with his brother, Mr. John 
Kernohan, for many years was inspector of dairy and 
cow-sheds under the Ballymena Rura! District Council 
He himself until some years ago held a similar position 
under the Ballymena Rural Council, from which he retired 
owing to advanced years. 

“Very retiring and unassuming, he devoted himself 
entirely to his profession, and his chief interests were in 
agricultural matters. He was especially interested in the 
work and progress of the Co. Antrim Agricultural Associa- 
tion, of which he was a member since its formation. His 
was a very popular figure throughout the agricultural com- 
munity of Northern Ireland. For many years he was a 
judge at various Ulster cattle shows, and also gave satisfac - 
iion in a similar capacity at shows in the South of Ireland. 

** About 20 years ago he was appointed a J.P. for the Co. 
Antrim, but never sat on the Bench. He was also a 
member of the Masonic Order. 

** He was unmarried, and he is survived by his brother, 
Mr. John Kernohan, .r.c.v.s., and three sisters, two 
of whom are married.’’ 


Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 


first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. _ 


All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 


Laidlaw:Dunkin Distemper Prophylactic. 


To tHe Epiror OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—May we add to your s,mpathetic leading article 
(June 21st) that, although Messrs. Burroughs, WellLome 
& Co. have temporarily cease: the commircial issue of 
Distemper Prophylactic, all enquiries from veterinary sur- 
geons are being referred to these Laboratories. 

We have had no serious difficulty in carrying out effec- 
tively Laidlaw-Dunkin method of protection under controlled 
conditions in these laboratories during the past year. The 
problem is, to be able to transfer these results with complete 
regularity to large scale work in the field. A number of 
veterinary surgeons have written to us stating that they 
have had completely satisfactérily results with the prophy- 
lactic made at these laboratories and wish to continue 
its use. 

We shall be glad to send (free of charge) what supplies of 
tested vaccine and virus may be available, to any veterinary 
surgeons willing to co-operate with us by furnishing us with 
records of results in their work. . 

Yours faithfully, 
The Wellcome Ph* siological 
Resear h |.aboratories, 
R. A. O’Brten, M.d., Director. 
July 14th, 1930. 


Motor Car Insurance. 


To tHE Epiror OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 
Sir,—With reference to Mr. J. G. Hoban’s letter in your 
issue of June 28th, 1939, and correspondence between the 
‘“ National ”’ and the Accident Offices Association published 
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in the issue of the previous week, I think Mr. Hoban de- 
serves the thanks of the profession for placing his experience 
before them. Fortunately, his accident was of a minor 
character, but the principle at stake is very important, 
as it appears that, though a veterinary surgeon pays the 
full premium to the tariff companies, and might thereby 
infer that he is fully covered, he is, from a_ professional 
point of view, only in receipt of owner-driver protection. 
This latter I have long since given up, as I do not think 
the rebate is worth accepting in view of what might happen 
whilst one’s car is being driven by somebody else. 

Personally, I have for several years insured my cars 
through Messrs. IL. A. Tyer & Co., Insurance Brokers, 
112 Fenchurch Street, E.C.3, under Lloyd’s ‘‘ H.P. Motor 
Insurance Policy.’’ The wording of this policy differs from 
Mr. Hoban’s in that it states that I am covered whilst 
the car is being driven by any licenced driver. 

As I have so far not had to make a claim, I am unable 
to state from personal experience how matters stand, but 
have always clearly understood that I should be fully covered 
whether I or my assistant or locum happened to be driving. 

I think it would be a valuable guide to all who own motor 
cars if the situation were clearly reviewed and criticised 
by an Insurance Broker, and as I have discussed the matter 
with them on taking out my first policy, I would suggest 
Messrs. L. A. Tyer & Co., Ltd. 

Trusting that your efforts may result in establishing a 
position of safety and security for veterinary surgeons in 
their motor insurance protection. 

I remain, Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
H. Tupor Hucues. 

26 Willow Street, 

Oswestry. 
* July 11th, 1930. 


Tetanus. 


To tHe Epiror OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—After reading ‘*‘ Some Extracts from Recent Litera- 
ture on Tetanus "’ in this week’s Record, I thought the 
following might be interesting. 

Two years ago last March I| was at Point-to-Point Chase 
meeting. Walking in the paddock, I saw a horse showing 
all the symptoms of tetanus. I pointed this out to the 
man in charge of the horse and asked him to tell the owner 
and the veterinary officer. I afterwards saw the owner and 
told him that the horse had tetanus and was not fit to run 
or safe to ride. When the time came for his race, I was 
most surprised to see the horse go to the post. He moved 
all in a piece and I thought he would ‘‘ come a cropper ”’ 
at the first jump, but he did not; in fact, he finished the 
course not very far off the winner. I saw him after the race 
when he was very much distressed. | 

Some weeks after, at another meeting, I was told that 
the horse recovered, but I am not sure. The horse’s name 
was Hector. 

We get a lot of tetanus in this district; in fact, 1 
have a mare in my infirmary recovering ; but she has been 
in slings a fortnight. I have seen several dogs, cattle and 
many sheep affected with tetanus, but I do not think 
there is any chance of dogs contracting the disease from 
eating flesh of animals that have died from tetanus. If 
my information was correct and Hector did recover, it 
says a lot in favour of exercise, as opposed to all our 
previous ideas about keeping the case quiet. 

Putting a gag in the mouth of a horse affected with 
tetanus sounds a curious idea, but you never know, es- 
pecially after Hector’s race. 

Faithfully yours, 
ELMER Eppretts, 
Rochester. 
July 7th. 1930. 


The Veterinary Surgeon in Fiction. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—A white stone church, a prison, a_three-storied 
hostelry and scattered wooden houses served by unpaved 
streets,’’ in which pigs sleep like the dead,’’ all perched 
above a valley of forestland and a river, in which “ the 
women bathe, their admirers hiding in the bushes,”’ 
this is Stoudenets. Stoudenets, a lumber and trading town 
of means, is distinguished for its telegraph office and its 
Social Club, where the official families foregather to drink, 
gamble and indiscreetly express their sociability in a 
** tobacco-boozy fug.’’ 

The Social Club is ‘* a place of blind repose and wild 
perdition,’’ but nevertheless the fount of inspiration for all 
who’s who in Stoudenets. ‘‘ In the winter the club sub- 
scribes to newspapers, in summer it does not; no one wants 
to read in the heat, so why? ’’ ‘* In Stoudenets there is 
room for every one—according to his pocket,’’ so why bother 
with the outside world when a walk to the club will 
introduce you to Ivan Nikanoritch Toroptsov, the police 
doctor, who likes to boast that he once sat through 19 
bottles in one evening—to Petrooukhov, secretary of the 
police, ‘* skilled in the castration of cats ’’—yes, why? 

Sprawled beneath the club table where the fumes of vodka 
have taken him you will meet Petrousha Petrovitch 
Grokhotov, the veterinary surgeon of Stoudenets. Let us 
wake him up, Hi! there Groxhotov!!—‘‘ to a_ shout 
Petrousha was sharp as a horse, however deep his sleep; 
even through his corpsical tipsy oblivion he heard the 
shout, and he spat out and he spat down in the pure 
Russian manner (and by nature free of any nervousness of 
speech or movement, even in the presence of ladies) Petrousha 
swore—only then in the Little Russian dialect.’’ Bent of 
limb and quick of foot he ‘* goes about in the cold season 
with no coat on ’’; although ‘‘ a family man (everyone 
knows his old woman) ”’ he is homeless (except for the club 
and his bottle), It is all very sad. 

But Petrousha has a voice, he earns “‘ his daily bread 
with his tongue, not his hands ’’; “ there is no bottom 
to his sea of words ’’; he is the club’s orator and oratorio, 
its “‘ Bird of Paradise.’’ He brings comfort and succour 
to several struggling souls in Stoudenets; he prescribes 
his infallible hoof-ointment for Alexander Ilitch, the captain 
of police ; he rouses Paul Dievitch Oparin, the mayor, from 
his drunken slumber and rescues the storekeeper from 
suicide. Is it not wonderful? 

But we must leave Petrousha before he tells us ‘‘ how 
they stuck 5-in. nails into people’s tongues in Petersburg, 
without any sentence passed either,’’ and before he brings 
out the cards ‘‘ it is all the same to him whether it is 
three hundred or three roubles, the chief thing is to get 
going.”’ As with all in Stoudenets there is a lack of 
reticence about Petrousha; why should there be, it is all 
so cruel. 

There is much more to tell you about Stoudenets, but I 
only wanted to introduce you to its veterinary surgeon. 
For the rest of the story, and some of it is indiscreet, you 
should ask my old friend H. T. Matthews; it was he who 
told me to read ‘‘ The Fifth Pestilence,’’ by Alexei Remizov 
(English translation, Wishart & Co., London, 1927). 

I am, Sir, 
Yours, etc., 
Tom Hare. 

Department of Pathology, 

Royal Veterinary College, 
London, N.W.1. 
July 14th, 1930. 


The Editor acknowledges the receipt of the following :-— 

Report of a meeting of the North of England Division, 
N.V.M.A., from Captain J. R. Rider, Hon. Secretary. 

Communication from Mr. E. G. Conisbee (Axminster), 
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